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SHOULD I BUY THIS BOOK? 


Take this TRUE - FALSE test. At the end of the test the results will help you 
to determine if you should buy this book. 
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1. Christianity is just another religion. 

2. If there is a God, He does not care about me personally. 
3. You become a Christian by living a good life. 

4. The government is the people. 

5. 

6. Christians should always obey the government. 

7. Christians should not be involved in government. 

8. God’s plan really doesn’t have much to do with me, my 


. We should fear and honor all government workers. 
. I should gladly pay taxes to the government without 


. Jesus paid taxes to Caesar. 

. “Render unto Caesar” means pay taxes to Caesar. 

. The Bible teaches obedience to all government leaders. 

. The founders of USA were rebels fighting against God. 

. Christians should not oppose a government no matter where 


. Romans 13:1-7 is out of context. 
. A Christian should not escape from any country. 
. Christians should not witness in a country where it is 


God puts all governments in power. 


church, society or government. 

God will punish all those who disobey government laws. 

All civil and government leaders promote what is right. 
Anyone who keeps human government laws will 

get along well. 

All civil and government leaders, laws, and policemen are sent 
by God to help us. 

Rulers are ministers of God and always devote themselves to 
judging evil. 

If we obey government laws we will not be punished and will 
fulfill our moral duty. 


reservation. 


they are. 
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prohibited by law. 


. It is wrong to smuggle Bibles or Christian literature into 


countries where it is forbidden. an 


IF YOU ANSWERED TRUE TO ANY OF THESE 
QUESTIONS, YOU SHOULD BUY THIS BOOK! 
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LET US GIVE THANKS... 


IAM THANKFUL FOR ... 


“MY COUNTRY — THE GOOD OLE U.S. OF A.!!! HOW GREAT IT IS 
TO BE IN A COUNTRY WHERE I AM ‘FREE’ TO WORSHIP, ‘FREE’ TO 
m=) 1O SCHOOL, FREE TO GO TO WORK, ‘FREE’ TO TAKE A 
VACATION AND JUST PLAIN ‘FREE, FREE, FREE”!!! MAY I NEVER 
TAKE MY FREEDOM FOR GRANTED, FOR SOMEDAY IT MAY BE 
TAKEN AWAY.” 


— Colleen A. Cooper 
Thanksgiving letter 1979 


FORWARD 


Today Christian living is challenged from every side and it is important to 
hear a clear message of what the Bible teaches regarding God, government, 
and the Christian. When our country was formed, the founders had faced 
many of the tyrannical government controls we are having forced upon us 
today. Lester has consistently taught Scriptural principles for everyday living 
and now is Calling Christians everywhere to keep God in His proper position 
and resist government regulations not in accord with God and His Word. 

Throughout history those who have spoken against ungodly, oppressive 
government laws often risk their own freedom but Lester considers the 
consequences small if Christians will follow God and preserve a great 
heritage for generations to come. 

A careful reading of this book will be an enlightening study of how God 
intends His children to be faithful to Him without regard to cost. Following 
God’s plan and looking to Him in personal and governmental decisions has 
always resulted in a stable government. 

Lester does not advocate revolution but preservation. The Christian 
ethic is the basis of our country and has provided citizens a freedom never 
enjoyed by humanistic government controls. If the oppression now creeping 
over the country continues, Christians can blame no one but themselves for 
allowing the government to become the final authority over us. ‘WHE RE 
ARE TODAY’S DANIELS ?”’ helps us make decisions that will bring 
most glory to God and assure a secure future for our children. 


By Tim F. LaHaye 
Washington, D.C. 
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DARE TO BE A DANIEL 


Many Christians today are like the proverbial frog immersed in a nice 
cool bucket of water enjoying himself immensely. He sits and wonders, How 
could I be so lucky? Then a couple of hours before dinner, the bucket is 
placed over a nice little campfire. Mr. Frog feels nothing at first, but soon he 
begins to sense a little warmth. Slowly his environment gets warmer and 
warmer until he does not have the strength to move, much less jump out of 
the bucket. Consequently, his strength is sapped and his life forfeited in the 
comfort of his “How could I be so lucky?” situation. 

If the heat that took his strength and life had been applied quickly, he 
would have leaped out of the bucket immediately. However, the gradual 
increase in temperature lulled him into the doldrums of death. 

So many Biblical truths are being slowly undermined in our society that 
the average Christian does not recognize what is happening. Sometimes the 
alterations may even create a greater sense of comfort and ease than strict 
adherence to Biblical principles. However, if Christians do not JUMP UP 
NOW and STAND for the truth of God’s Word, it will soon be too late to 
move at all. 

Daniel, a follower of God during the reign of Darius and Cyrus the 
Persian, had many legitimate reasons to be obedient to governmental laws, 
even though they countered the laws of God. First, he was on the verge of 
being appointed Prime Minister over the entire kingdom. Second, he was on 
good terms with the king, and we recognize how difficult it is to clash with or 
disappoint a friend. Third, the law was only in effect for 30 days, he could 
satisfy the government and then return to following God. Why, God would 
understand a brief interruption of 30 days, wouldn’t He? Fourth, Daniel could 
have concealed his praying from those who were laying a trap for him. After 
all, one’s relationship with God (some say) is a private matter. We need not 
let people know we pray or worship God. Fifth, Daniel was putting his future 
in jeopardy but also the destiny of the entire nation. No one was as capable as 
Daniel to manage the affairs of the kingdom. Surely, he would not insist on 
praying and thus relinquish the nation to a group of thugs. 

You see, Daniel could have manufactured all these reasons for not 
following God’s plan for his life. Today, few Christians can advance such 
good excuses, yet they make little effort to do God’s will. In many cases, they 
even ignore His will deliberately rather than consciously decide against God. 
Like the frog, they do not realize that the water being warmed around them 
may boil them to death. 

Let’s take a look at Daniel’s entire situation: 

It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps over the 
kingdom, that they should be in charge of the whole kingdom, and 


over them, three commissioners (of whom Daniel was one), that 
these satraps might be accountable to them, and that the king 
might not suffer loss. Then this Daniel began distinguishing 
himself among the commissioners and satraps because he 
possessed an extraordinary spirit, and the king planned to 
appoint him over the entire kingdom. Then the commissioners 
and satraps began trying to find a ground of accusation against 
Daniel in regard to government affairs; but they could find no 
ground of accusation or evidence of corruption, inasmuch as he 
was faithful, and no negligence or corruption was to be found in 
him. Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground of 
accusation against this Daniel unless we find it against him with 
regard to the law of his God.” Then these commissioners and 
satraps came by agreement to the king and spoke to him as 
follows: “King Darius, live forever! All the commissioners of the 
kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the high officials and the 
governors have consulted together that the king should establish 
a statute and enforce an injunction that anyone who makes a 
petition to any god or man beside you, O king, for thirty days, 
shall be cast into the lions’ den. Now, O king, establish the 
injunction and sign the document so that it may not be changed, 
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which may not 
be revoked.” Therefore King Darius signed the document, that is, 
the injunction. 


(See illustration on opposite page.) 


Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he 
entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open 
toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his knees three 
times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had 
been doing previously. Then these men came by agreement and 
found Daniel making petition and supplication before his God. 
Then they approached and spoke before the king about the king’s 
injunction, “Did you not sign an injunction that any man who 
makes a petition to any god or man beside you, O king, for thirty 
days, is to be cast into the lions’ den?” The king answered and 
said, “The statement is true, according to the law of the Medes 
and Persians, which may not be revoked.” Then they answered 
and spoke before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from 
Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the injunction 
which you signed, but keeps making his petition three times a 
day.” Then, as soon as the king heard this statement, he was 
deeply distressed and set his mind on delivering Daniel; and even 
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Government officials convince King Darius to sign document. 


until sunset he kept exerting himself to rescue him. Then these 
men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, 
“Recognize, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians 
that no injunction or statue which the king establishes may be 
changed.” 


Then the king gave orders, and Daniel was brought in and cast 
into the lions’ den. The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Your God 
whom you constantly serve will Himself deliver you.” Andastone 
was brought and laid over the mouth of the den; and the king 
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his 
nobles, so that nothing might be changed in regard to Daniel. 
Then the king went off to his palace and spent the night fasting, 
and no entertainment was brought before him, and his sleep fled 
from him. 


Then the king arose with the dawn, at the break of day, and went 
in haste to the lions’ den. And when he had come near the den to 
Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The king spoke and 
said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, 
whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the 
lions?” Then Daniel spoke to the king, “O king, live forever! My 
God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not 
harmed me, inasmuch as I was found innocent before Him; and 
also toward you, O king. I have committed no crime.” Then the 
king was very pleased and gave orders for Daniel to be taken up 
out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no 
injury whatever was found on him, because he had trusted in his 
God. The king then gave orders, and they brought those men 
who had maliciously accused Daniel, and they cast them, their 
children, and their wives into the lions’ den; and they had not 
reached the bottom of the den before the lions overpowered 
them and crushed all their bones. 


Then Darius, the king, wrote to all the peoples, nations, and men 
every language who were living in all the land: “May your peace 
abound! I make a decree that in all the dominion of my kingdom, 
men are to fear and tremble before the God of Daniel; for He is 
the living God and endures forever, and His kingdom is one 
which will not be destroyed, and His dominion will be forever. He 
delivers and rescues and performs signs and wonders in heaven 
and on earth, who has also delivered Daniel from the power of 
the lions.” 


So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the 
reign of Cyrus the Persian. (Daniel 6:1-28) 
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WHERE ARE THE DANIELS TODAY? Daniel, chapter 6, 
offers a portrayal of a faithful follower of Jehovah taking appropriate action 
toward God and the government. It records a basic outline for every 
Christian within the context of government relationships. Notice what this 
example shows us: 

First, it portrays Daniel as a responsible person in his society and 
political environment. He was one of three commissioners under the king (vs. 
1-5). His particular commission was administered better than the others, and 
the king was ready to appoint him over the entire kingdom. This caused some 
jealousy from the other commissioners, and yet they could find nothing 
wrong with his life or service. 

Next, we see portrayed the normal action of the ungodly to control 
government (vs. 4-9). 


1. They gather forces and attempt to find fault (v. 4). 

2. When they fail to uncover any defects, they work to pass a law that a 
faithful follower of God will be forced to break in order to follow God’s plan. 

3. Toinstitute the law, they lied, telling the king that “all” the commissioners, 
prefects, satraps, high officials, and governors had consulted together 
(v. 7). We know Daniel didn’t approve it. 

4. They make a law that is temporary (in this case 30 days) so that anyone 
opposing it can say, “It’s only for 30 days; if we don’t like it, we can change 
it.”” What they actually mean is that if we have not accomplished what we 
want in 30 days, we will either extend the law or get it changed to serve our 
ends. 


This passage also demonstrates that a faithful follower of God may have 
to take a stand against a governmental edict (vs. 10, 11). This wasn’t just alaw 
but the “law of the Medes and Persians”. Daniel knew that the document had 
been signed, but he continued to pray and seek the Lord. The passage tells us 
that he was “praying and giving thanks before his God.” 


(See illustration on following page.) 


Frankly, I would probably have been complaining to God, deploring the 
awkward position into which I had been placed by my enemies. Daniel, about 
to be Prime Minister of the entire kingdom and just having been dealt what 
the other leaders of the kingdom thought would be a final blow, is thankine 
God. Was he thankful that his fellow workers had betrayed him? Or that the 
law was passed and that he must now break it? No, he was grateful that he 
could trust God regardless of the circumstances. This should teach us that 
when we follow God, we can always express our thanks in advance for the 
outcome. 

This passage then portrays the tricks of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil to abolish godliness (vs. 11-15). Notice that they initially set their trap by 
passing a law they knew would affect Daniel and then appointed spies to 


Daniel praying and giving thanks before his God. 


catch him at prayer. Once this had been accomplished, they pushed the 
enforcement of the law to bring about their desired result. The accusation 
stated that Daniel had broken the law, not only once but 3 times a day. Yes, 
Daniel violated the law of man to follow God. Finally, they had to uphold the 
bad law with another law—the law of the Medes and Persians. Anyone 
acquainted with procedures in the United States courts today cannot help 
but see this being repeated over and over again. Why? Because Christians 
will not take a stand for what is right and insist that judges and courts do the 
same! 

Professed followers of God often cease to follow Him long before they 
ever catch sight of the lions’ den. It is usually the small, everyday things that 
make us stumble. Many Christians I have talked to vehemently affirm that 
they will rise up and resist government if it fashions a law prohibiting the 
worship of God. If you are one of these Christians, may I suggest that you are 
a little late. Consider the following incidents reported in RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM ALERT. 


A small church in Kentucky has been denied property tax- 
exemption. When the pastor asked why the Boy Scouts had been 
granted tax-exemption and the church denied, he was told the 
Boy Scouts were of some benefit to the community. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Jim Brysher in Union City, Indiana, go on trial 
in April for teaching their children at home. 


The Rev. Charles Haag is being harassed by authorities in Salem, 
Indiana. Why? Because he is having church services in his garage 
behind his home without state approval or zoning hearings. 


Friends, such incidents occur regularly. Certain laws now being 
formulated prohibit worship, fellowship, and education as God commanded 
it. Yes, it could mean the lions’ den (jail or even death) to some Christians if 
we are going to resist evil and stand for God in our day. For those who raise 
objections or go to court, it could mean loneliness and political pressure, as it 
did for Daniel. The comfort Daniel received from the king (I label it “comfort 
from the uncomfortable”) in verses 16-20 is similar to that which you will 
undoubtedly hear from many of your friends. 

According to Daniel 6, when Christians take a stand, the results are up 
to God. The king who greatly respected Daniel did not save him. Neither do 
we find other followers of God rising up to help. God is the one who preserves 
the life and credibility of Daniel, “because he had trusted in his God” (v. 23). 
ITIS ALWAYS BETTER FOR THE CHILD OF GOD TO STAND 
WITH GOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS EVEN THOUGH IT MAY 
MEAN A LIONS’ DEN! 

Finally, consider the tremendous testimony of Daniel as a result of his 


uncompromising example. Daniel testified to the king that God had delivered 
him. The ruler of the universe had approved his deeds (even though he had 
broken man’s law), and he hadn’t even committed a crime against the king. 
This resulted in the king and Daniel both praising and honoring God, 
spreading a witness for Him throughout the kingdom. 

One Daniel saved an entire nation from ruin. Could it be that if we had 
some Daniels—people who are willing to follow God without excuse and 
without consideration of the cost—this nation, which has enjoyed such 
greatness, could be saved from corruption, immorality, injustice, and 


destruction? WHERE ARE THE DANIELS? 


WHY THIS BOOK? 


Whatever divine plan encompasses God, the Christian, and the 
government, one thing is certain: it must be consistent with Scripture and 
applicable to every country, every form of government, in every situation, 
and to every Christian. 

Some of today’s thinking with regard to God, the Christian, and 
government does not fulfill any of the above requirements. Our generation 
has been exposed to an abundance of false teaching in our government 
educational system, through legislated immorality, and by “philosophies and 
empty deception” (Col. 2:8), even taught in many churches. 

Therefore, the first purpose of this book is to discover TRUTH. Dr. 
Vernon C. Grounds in EVANGELICALISM AND SOCIAL RESPON- 
SIBILITY warns, 


WE ARE LIVING in a revolutionary era. Philosophically, 
technologically, politically, ethically, and religiously our world is in 
the throes of change. That well-known line from Marc Connally’s 
GREEN PASTURES grows more and more relevant, “Every- 
thing nailed down is coming loose.” It is imperative, then, that as 
evangelicals we engage in some hard thinking about our social 
responsibility. Are we faithfully obeying God’s will as it has been 
disclosed in God’s Word? Are we communicating and imple- 
menting a full-orbed gospel? Is our version of Christianity 
truncated, perhaps emasculated, and therefore something far 
less than the dynamic it ought to be? Are we reading the Bible 
through the dark glasses of tradition, failing to see what it actually 
teaches and how it actually bears upon every dimension of life? 
Granted that Scripture is no more a compendium of sociology 
than it is of science. As evangelicals, we affirm that it is, 
nevertheless, our infallible rule of faith and practice; and practice 
certainly includes all of our relationships, internationally no less 
than interpersonally. 


My desire for you and our country is expressed in Colossians 2:1-10. 
The Apostle Paul said to the Colossian Christians; 


For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf, 
and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not 
personally seen my face, that their hearts may be encouraged, 
having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth 
that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in 
a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in 
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. I 


oo SS SSS SS ee 


say this in order that no one may delude you with persuasive 
argument. For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I 
am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the 
stability of your faith in Christ. 


As ye therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and 
established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and 
overflowing with gratitude. 


See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and 
empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to 
the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to 
Christ. For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 
and in Him you have been made complete, and HE IS THE 
HEAD OVER ALL RULE AND AUTHORITY. 


Throughout my ministry I have searched for the truth that I might be 
able to apply it to my life as well as teach it to others. WhenI came to Romans 
13:1-7 and the subject of God, the Christian, and government, I was 
thoroughly confused. Since I roamed in theological circles, my first approach 
to understanding the passage was to ask fellow pastors and knowledgeable 
laymen what it meant. The traditional answers that I had gleaned in seminary 
were as empty as ever. Reading all the Christian articles that could be found 
on the subject, I found the majority of them contradictory, not in accord with 
the rest of Scripture, and certainly not applicable to every country, every 
form of government, in every situation, and to every Christian. 

Finally I realized that I needed to sit down and study the Bible passage 
for myself, determining what the context and the passage really said. To my 
surprise, contradictory teachings faded; the Lord had laid down clear, 
understandable principles that were basic to all of life. Romans 13:1-7isa 
revelation of God, the universe, governments, and the Christi- 
an’s relation to them in God’s plan of authority. However, you may 
be surprised to find that government is not even mentioned in the passage. 
Rather, it is a declaration concerning GOD’S PLAN OF AUTHORITY. 

The second purpose for this book is to help Christians see the truth and 
TAKE ACTION in their personal lives, both public and private. 

If | have learned anything about Jesus, it is that He was extremely 
practical. Romans 13 was written to help Christians see clearly that God’s 
basic program for government encompasses every phase of life. Above all 
else, God rules over the individual life. But since this is true, we will 
experience sharp conflict with the world, the flesh, and the devil. Standing for 
our faith in this latter part of the 20th century may come at a high price, just as 
it did to many in the past. 
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For Elijah it meant standing alone against the prophets of Baal. For 
Daniel it meant being thrown to the lions. The fiery furnace was the price of 
faith for Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego. Jesus was required to give up 
heaven’s glory, be rejected by a cruel world, and endure the shame of the 
cross. For Paul it meant being stoned in the city of Lystra, dragged outside 
the city and left for dead. For Peter it meant imprisonment. Paul and Silas 
faced a jail term in the city of Philippi. 

Our forefathers were forced to break away from the mother country and 
endure hardship, sometimes the loss of life and family. To oppose their 
government and then to turn away from England and strike out for the New 
World was a tough decision, but in order to follow God, it had to be done. 

It is now our turn and, therefore, it is important for US to study the 
Scriptures carefully to determine what is right in God’s plan of authority. 
WHO ARE WE GOING TO OBEY? The answer to this question may 
bring discrimination from friends, ridicule from relatives, division from loved 
ones, and persecution from the government. 

The PLAN OF GOD as presented here will give you a formula for 
determining God’s plan for every area of your life. As you use this formula to 
decide whose voice or law you should listen to, you will see not only where 
the unrest in the world lies but the reason for distress in your own life also. 
GOD BLESS YOU AS YOU DEDICATE YOURSELF UN- 
RESERVEDLY TO HIM! 
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GOD? WHO IS HE? 


Today’s world propagates almost as many opinions about God as there 
are people. This is unfortunate for our age. However, in any generation 
individuals who do not know God in a personal relationship through Jesus 
Christ will never really understand who He is, how He works, or why He 
allows certain events to take place in His world. 

Jesus had something to say about God, and because there is no higher 
authority, we will accept His pronouncements for this study. In John 1:1-4 
and 4:24 Jesus says; 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through Him; and apart from Him nothing came 
into being that has come into being. In Him was life; and the life 
was the light of men. God is spirit; and those who worship Him 
must worship in spirit and truth. 


Therefore, the God to whom we allude in this study has always existed, 
manifests Himself in three persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), and 
brings everything into being through His power. Even though man disobeyed 
God and fellowship with God was broken, He still loved man and wanted to 
have fellowship with him. 


For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life (John 3:16). 


In the above verse we note that God not only loved man but provided a 
way tor him to regain fellowship with his Maker through Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son, who paid the penalty for our sin. 

Another authority who knew God, the Apostle Paul, wrote to the 
Colossian church, 


For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in 
Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all 
rule and authority (Col. 2:9, 10). 


In summary, we can recognize God as the all-powerful, all-knowing, 
all-caring, everywhere present person who not only brought everything into 
being but will also see it to its conclusion. 
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FOR WHO YOU ARE 


I thank you Heavenly Father 

for everything that You do. 
Most of all I thank you, Lord, 

for the “Never Changing” You. 


You are the Supreme Creator, 

You spoke the whole world into place; 
You came to Earth to save us 

With sacrificial Love and Grace. 


Then came your Holy Spirit - 

to take residence in the human soul 
To judge, convict, to reassure, 

to comfort and console. 


You made us and you are a part 
of everything we’ve ever been, 
And even in your sovereign majesty, 
you are still Abba Father, friend. 


May all the days I live, dear Lord, 
be filled with praise for Thee 
I thank you Father for WHO YOU ARE 


and for what you mean to me. 


— Martha Leach Rice 


is 


WHO IS THE CHRISTIAN? 


Like God, “Who is the Christian?” becomes a question that needs 
definition because of the incredibly variant opinions offered by people. A 
Christian is often identified as a person who follows the teachings of Christ, 
attends a Christian Church regularly, is born in a “Christian country”, 
follows the golden rule, or practices praying and other religious rituals. For 
the purpose of this study, I want to make clear what I will be referring to as “q 
Christian”. 

A Christian is a person who exercises the gifts from God of RE- 
PENTANCE and FAITH, which bring him to faith in Christ and make him 
a child of God. When a person becomes a child of God, he receives eternal 
life. Jesus said, 


Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him 
who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, 
but has passed out of death into life (John 5:24). 


Dr. C.I. Scofield in his correspondence course on the Gospel of John 
explains, “Eternal life is the life of Christ Himself, imparted to the believer by 
the Holy Spirit through the new birth, but not detached from Him.” 

This explains WHO IS A CHRISTIAN? for this study, but perhaps 
we should further explain how a person becomes a Christian. Dr. Bill Bright 
of Campus Crusade for Christ has developed a little booklet taken from the 
Bible called the “FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS” that tells simply how this is 
accomplished. It is reproduced here as it was written in shortened form for 
magazine reproduction. 


LAW 1—GOD LOVES YOU AND OFFERS A WONDERFUL 
PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE. 

God’s Love: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16). 

God’s Plan: (Christ speaking) “J came that they might have life, and 
might have it abundantly” (that it might be full and meaningful) (John 10:10). 


LAW 2—MAN IS SINFUL AND SEPARATED FROM GOD, 
THEREFORE, HE CANNOT KNOW AND EXPERIENCE GOD’S 
LOVE AND PLAN FOR HIS LIFE. 

Man Is Sinful: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). 

Man was created to have fellowship with God; but, because of his 
stubborn self-will, he chose to go his own independent way and fellowship 
with God was broken. This self-will, characterized by an attitude of active 
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rebellion or passive indifference, is evidence of what the Bible calls sin. 
Man Is Separated: “For the wages of sin is death” (spiritual separation 
from God) (Romans 6:23). 


LAW 3—JESUS CHRIST IS GOD’S ONLY PROVISION FOR 
MAN’S SIN. THROUGH HIM YOU CAN KNOW AND EX- 
PERIENCE GOD’S LOVE AND PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE. 

He Died in Our Place: “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

He Rose From the Dead: “Christ died for our sins...He was buried...He 
was raised on the third day, according to the Scriptures...He appeared to 
Peter, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five 
hundred...” (1 Corinthians 15:3-6). 

He Is the Only Way to God: “Jesus said to him, ‘Iam the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me’” (John 14:6). 


LAW 4—WE MUST INDIVIDUALLY RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST 
AS SAVIOR AND LORD: THEN WE CAN KNOW AND EX- 
PERIENCE GOD’S LOVE AND PLAN FOR OUR LIVES. 

We Must Receive Christ: “But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His 
name” (John 1:12). 

We Receive Christ Through Faith: “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not asa result of 
works, that no one should boast” (Ephesians 2:8,9). 

When We Receive Christ, We Experience a New Birth: (Read John 3:1-8). 

We Receive Christ by Personal Invitation: (Christ is speaking) “Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him” (Revelation 3:20). 

Receiving Christ involves turning to God from self (repentance) and 
trusting Christ to come into our lives to forgive our sins and to make us the 
kind of people He wants us to be. Just to agree intellectually that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for our sins is not enough. 
Nor is it enough to have an emotional experience. We receive Jesus Christ 
by faith, as an act of the will. 

These two circles represent two kinds of lives: 


SELF-DIRECTED LIFE 


S—Self on the throne 
+— Christ is outside the life 
- e—Interests are directed by self, often 
resulting in discord and frustration 
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CHRIST-DIRECTED LIFE 


+—Christ is in the life 

S—Self is yielding to Christ 

e—Interests are directed by Christ, resulting 
in harmony with God’s plan 


Which circle best represents your life? Which circle would you like to 
have represent your life? The following explains how you can receive Christ. 

YOU CAN RECEIVE CHRIST RIGHT NOW BY FAITH 
THROUGH PRAYER. (Prayer is talking with God.) God knows your 
heart and is not so concerned with your words as He is with the attitude of 
your heart. The following is a suggested prayer: 


“Lord Jesus, I need you. Thank you for dying on the cross for my 
sins. I open the door of my life and receive you as my Savior and 
Lord. Thank you for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. 
Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person 
you want me to be.” 


Does this prayer express the desire of your heart? If it does, pray this 
prayer right now, and Christ will come into your life, as He promised. 

To further explain the Miracle of God that happens when you invite 
Christ into your life, let me offer a couple of illustrations. The first illustrates 
that receiving Christ gives you a relationship with Him, and the second, that 
receiving Christ makes a conversion of your life. 

The Christian life is a relationship. Suppose that you have grown up with 
a girl from childhood—playing on some of the same sports teams, studying 
together, going to church together. She has shared her family joys, problems, 
and concerns, and you have dated her steadily for four years. Needless to 
say, you know quite a bit about this girl. But does this make her your sister or 
your wife? Of course not, any more than knowing all about Christ makes you 
related to Him. However, if you decided to marry this girl, making the 
decision to commit before God in a legal ceremony and receive her as your 
wife, you would then be related. So it is, when you receive Jesus Christ by 
faith, as an act of the will. From that moment on you enjoy a personal 
relationship with Christ. 

The Christian life is also a conversion. Suppose that you wanted to 
convert your garage into a living room. You would not only change the way 
the walls are finished but would modify its contents. No longer would you be 
driving your car into it, for you would have filled it with various objects of 
furniture. You see, it would have undergone a complete change. So it is with 
the Christian life. You convert your life from living for self to living for God. 
You remove the things that displease Him and add things that glorify Him. 
The Bible says, 


If indeed you have heard Christ and have been taught in Him, just 
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as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your former manner of 
life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in 
accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in 
the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the 
likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of 
the truth. Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each 
one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 
Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity. Let him who 
steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his 
own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to 
share with him who has need. Let no unwholesome word proceed 
from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification 
according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to 
those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by who 
you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, 
along with all malice. And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you 
(Ephesians 4:21-32). 


Jesus said, “I came that they might have life, and might have it 
abundantly.” Yes, Jesus wants you to get the MAXIMUM out of life. 

If you have never believed on Christ by faith and received Him as your 
Lord, I would encourage you to pray and take Him as your Saviour right now. 
He will give you PURPOSE and POWER for living an abundant, exciting 
life. 


KNOW OUR GOVERNMENT! 


At the beginning of this subject it must be affirmed that government is 
necessary and vital to every organization in existence. Anyone who tries to 
discard government completely will end up with anarchism and chaos. I am 
100% for government. 

Can we imagine a family, the basic unit of society, without anyone in 
charge? What would a church or any other organization be without some 
kind of government or authority? There needs to be a governing authority in 
every person, family, church, school, city, state, and country. But, remember 
the Supreme Authority is God in every situation. 

HOWEVER, even though I strongly approve the concept of govern- 
ment, I cannot support government leaders who uphold lies to the people, 
promote immorality, injustice, liberty for some but not for others, endanger 
and enslave the people while padding their own pockets, and try to make the 
people think they are God. 

Of all the people in the world, we in the United States have been blessed 
by our forefathers, who laid such a superb foundation for us to build on. If you 
are like me, you are not only glad but proud to be an American. Certainly a 
great majority of people in our country today feel this way, and most of us 
have either been in the military or had family in the military who were willing 
to give their lives in order to insure the blessings of democracy and freedom 
daily. John Quincy Adams said, “Posterity, you will never know how much it 
has cost my generation to preserve your freedom. I hope you will make good 
use of it.” (As quoted in THE REBIRTH OF A NATION, edited by 
Robert S. Minor.) 

While we are content to enjoy the blessings paid for in the past, could it 
be that the sterling qualities of this great country are being eroded in the 
present. President Ronald Reagan once warned, “The time is very short, and 
the choice is very clear. Either we preserve the vitality of this great free 
enterprise system—our way of life—or we face children some day when they 
will ask us where we were, and what we were doing, on the day that freedom 
was lost.” (As quoted in THE REBIRTH OF A NATION, edited by 
Robert S. Minor.) 

Today we hear so much about the “government” that I sometimes 
wonder if we really stop to consider its true make-up. There could be some 
difference of opinion on this subject, of course, since the term “government” 
has different meanings and applications. For our purposes I would like to cite 
Webster’s Encyclopedic Dictionary in order to provide a basis upon which to 
continue: 


Government: The act of governing; regulation; control; restraint; 
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the exercise of authority; direction and restraint exercised over 
the actions of men in communities, societies, or states; the 
administration of public affairs: the system of polity ina state; the 
mode or system according to which the sovereign powers of a 
nation, the legislative, executive, and judicial powers, are vested 
and exercised; a body politic governed by one authority; a 
province or division of territory ruled by a governor; the persons 
or council who administer the laws of a kingdom or state; the 
administration; the executive power. 


Two aspects of this definition will clearly identify what we are talking 
about when we allude to “government” throughout this study. That is, (1) 
The exercise of authority; direction and restraint exercised over the actions 
of men in communities, societies or states; (2) The administration of public 
affairs: The persons or counsel who administer the laws of a kingdom or state. 

According to this definition, the “we are the government” statement so 
often proposed in our country is not at all relevant here. Rather, we are 
referring to the authorities who administer the laws of a kingdom or state no 
matter what kind of a political system—constitutional republic, democracy, 
communism, monarchy, or dictatorship—any country may have adopted. 

In his book, THE REBIRTH OF A NATION (which I suggest you 
read), Robert S. Minor quotes Senator Barry Goldwater’s book, THE 
COMING BREAKPOINT. Speaking about our U.S. government, he 
asks, “Who Runs The Government? Who actually runs the government? I 
can tell you for certain it is not the president of the United States, his cabinet, 
nor the Congress. It is the army of government bureaucrats in Washington 
and across the nation who hold the kind of power it takes to complicate the 
lives of American citizens and destroy the freedoms which the Founding 
Fathers intended them to have.” 

Although every American ought to be aware of what is happening in our 
land, it is of utmost importance that every Christian identify his allegiances to 
God and the government. Because there are Christians in every government 
around the world, it is necessary for us in this study not only to consider the 
United States but government in other countries. 

THEREFORE, it should be repeated that for the purposes of this 
study, GOVERNMENT MEANS: “THE AUTHORITIES WHO 
ADMINISTER THE LAWS OF A KINGDOM OR STATE NO 
MATTER WHAT KIND OF A POLITICAL SYSTEM—CON- 
STITUTIONAL REPUBLIC, DEMOCRACY, COMMUNISM, 
MONARCHY, DICTATORSHIP—ANY COUNTRY MAY HAVE 
ADOPTED.” 
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BIRD’S EYE VIEW 


ROMANS 13:1-7 


Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist 
are established by God. 

2 Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordi- 
nance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condem- 
nation upon themselves. 

3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for 
evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, 
and you will have praise from the same; 

4 For it isa minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is 
evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a 
minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who 
practices evil. 

5 Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only 
because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 

6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for “rulers” are 
servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 

7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom 
honor. 


Two interpretations of Romans 13:1-7 FOLLOW. Below the inter- 
pretations are questions to help you decide which interpretation is correct. If 
you are still not sure after answering the questions, read the remainder of the 
book, and then study the Greek text with a good Bible concordance and 
word studies, using the Golden Rule of Scriptural Interpretation. That is, 
“When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other 
sense; therefore, take every word at its primary, ordinary, usual, literal 
meaning unless the facts of the immediate context, studied in the light of 
related passages and axiomatic and fundamental truths, indicate clearly otherwise.” 
(WHAT MEN MUST BELIEVE, by Dr. David L. Cooper) 

You may ask, “What makes the difference which one is correct?” 
BECAUSE A PROPER INTERPRETATION OF THIS PASSAGE 
RELATES TO EVERY DECISION YOU WILL EVER MAKE IN 
ANY ASPECT OF YOUR LIFE. 


ROMANS 13:1-7 INTERPRETATION #1 


1. Every soulis subject to the government and God puts all governments in 
power. (v. 1) 
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. If we resist the laws of the government which we live under, God will 


punish us. (v. 2) 


. All civil and government leaders promote what is right. (v. 3) 
. Anyone who keeps human government laws will get along well. (v. 3) 
. Allciviland government leaders, laws, and policemen are sent by God to 


help us. (v. 4) 


. Rulers are ministers of God and always devote themselves to judging 


evil. (v. 4) 


. We must obey government laws to keep from being punished and to 


fulfill our moral duty. (v. 5) 


. We must pay taxes to government workers gladly because they all do 


God’s work and serve us. (v. 6) 


. We must fear and honor all government workers. (v. 7) 


ROMANS 13:1-7 INTERPRETATION #2 


. God has given usa plan of authority to which every person is subject. (v. 1) 
. God imposes a penalty for not following His plan of authority. (v. 2) 
. God’s purpose for rulers in the chain of authority is to promote what is 


right. (v. 3) 


. God bestows blessing upon those who follow His plan of authority. (v. 3) 
. God’s plan of authority is always for our good to help us. (v. 4) 

. Evil will be judged by God’s authority structure. (v. 4) 

. We must obey God’s plan of authority to keep from being punished and 


for our personal blessing. (v. 5) 


. We must pay taxes gladly to those who are serving God, upholding 


God’s plan of authority. (v. 6) 


. We must honor all who support and uphold God’s plan of authority. (v. 7) 


NOW IT IS TIME TO TEST THE INTERPRETATIONS 


Read each question and then review the interpretations until you are 


satisfied that you can answer each question correctly. 


QUESTIONS: 


ale 
2. Which interpretation makes no sense in everyday living? 

a 

4. Which interpretation is not consistent with the teaching of Scripture? 


Nn 


Mr 


Which interpretation sounds unreasonable? 
Which interpretation is not consistent throughout the universe? 


(that is, God’s authority structure) 


. Which interpretation would make smuggling Bibles a sin? 


Which interpretation makes witnessing a sin in countries where it is 
forbidden? 

Which interpretation elevates the government over the church? 
Which interpretation makes government laws binding on Christians 


om 


on EE Ee 


(even though they may be unjust) or legalizes unrighteousness? 
Which interpretation contains false statements? 

Which interpretation seems inconsistent with the Greek text? 

Which interpretation could place God and His Word in conflict with 
“God ordained government power”? 

Which interpretation makes government the master of man instead of 
his servant? 


_ Which interpretation could make voting an act of rebellion against God’s 


will? (i.e., if God puts all governments in power and we are voting to 
change the government) 


_ Which interpretation would make war or even involvement in the armed 


services an act against God’s ordained program? 

Which interpretation makes Christians pay taxes gladly for abortions, 
homosexual grants, and immorality as approved by the government? 
Which interpretation would make escaping from a communist country a 
sin against God? 


A careful look at these points should readily reveal which interpretation 


is correct. Yet, we have been taught that interpretation #1 is truth until we 
have neglected to apply proper Biblical study and interpretation, or common 
sense, to discover what the Bible really teaches. In the following pages Ihave 
sought to do just that and you are encouraged to do the same. 
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BE A BEREAN 


Probably 95 percent of all we know, or think we know, comes from 
hearsay. If we had to study everything we hear to determine its truth, we 
would not have time for anything but study. Therefore, we are grateful for all 
those who have spent hours teaching us. However, some vital truths taught 
in the Bible pay big dividends and help us pursue lives of reason, order, and 
blessing. Thus, it is to our benefit that we study carefully, and are sure of 
some of the basic fundamentals of living, for these truths will affect the rest of 
our lives. In other words, how can one build a strong house on a weak 
foundation? 

When Paul and Silas traveled in Greece and visited the city of Berea, the 
people there received the Word of God with eagerness but were careful to 
search and examine the Scriptures daily to see that they were really true. 
Here are the exact words of Acts 10:11: 


Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, 
for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the 
Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so. 


The study in this book presents a truth that is foundational to all of life. In 
fact, it has already affected our lives probably more than we realize. It has 
been influencing our decisions, our actions, our opinions, our Christian life, 
our relationships, and much more! 

You are encouraged to read this book carefully but also to “study to see 
if these things are so”. The principles taught in this book will not likely parallel 
any instruction received in the past. They certainly do not represent my 
training, but through my study 1am convinced that the premise of this book is 
absolute truth. While you study, remember the following points: 


1. Whatever God says is always true. 

2. Whatever man says God said, is not necessarily true. 

3. God’s warnings are just as true as His promises of blessing. 

4. There is always an interval between God’s promise and God’s 
performance. 


YES, BE A BEREAN. “Examine the Scriptures daily to see whether 
these things are so.” 


Zo 


er 


ROMANS 13 ALIVE AND WELL 


In the International Critical Commentary on Romans ¥321-7; 
C.E.B. Cranfield notes, “With regard to the relation of 13:1-7 to its context, it 
has been said: 


(i) that there is a lack of connection between this section and its 
immediate context. 

(ii) that it interrupts the continuity between 12:21 and 13:8. 

(iii) that between this section and its context there are positive 
incongruities.” 


There is no question but that this is true, and Romans 13:1-7 is very 
“sick” if we accept the general misinterpretation of the passage. However, a 
close inspection of the passage will show that a proper interpretation finds 
Romans 13:1-7 very much “alive and well”, fitting exactly where the Apostle 
Paul put it. 

Open your Bible and take a look at Romans 12. Throughout this study 
we will perceive how carefully God gave the message to Paul and had him 
write it down for our admonition. Romans 12 and 13 contain a beautiful 
dissertation on the Christian’s accountability. An outline of the context could 
be as follows: 


1. The Christian’s life is a living and holy sacrifice. (Romans 12-1227) 

2. The Christian’s authority is God. (13:1-7) 

3. The Christian’s debt to mankind is love. (13:8-10) 

4. The Christian’s debt to society is to live for Christ and promote 
righteousness. (13:11-14) 


When this passage is translated properly, there is no lack of connection 
between this section and its immediate context; it does not interrupt the 
continuity between 12:21 and 13:8, and between this section and its context 
there are no incongruities. 

Human governments love it when this passage is MISINTERPRETED, 
as it is in “The Living Bible” paraphrase which follows, for throughout 
history the pattern of government bureaucrats is to consider themselves not 
only equal with God but above Him. 


Obey the government, for God is the one who has put it there. 
There is no government anywhere that God has not placed in 
power. So those who refuse to obey the laws of the land are 
refusing to obey God, and punishment will follow. For the 
policeman does not frighten people who are doing right; but those 
doing evil will always fear him. So if you don’t want to be afraid, 
keep the laws and you will get along well. The policeman is sent by 


God to help you. But if you are doing something wrong, of course, 
you should be afraid, for he will have you punished. He is sent by 
God for that very purpose. Obey the laws, then, for two reasons: 
first, to keep from being punished, and second, just because you 
know you should. Pay your taxes too, for these same two 
reasons. For government workers need to be paid so that they 
can keep on doing God’s work, serving you. Pay everyone 
whatever he ought to have: pay your taxes and import duties 
gladly, obey those over you, and give honor and respect to all 
those to whom it is due. 


If we accept this kind of interpretation, we must readily acknowledge, as 
the International Critical Commentary points out, that this passage 
has no connection with its immediate context, it interrupts the continuity of 
the passage, and there are numerous incongruities. For a person who 
believes the Bible to be the Word of God, this is difficult to swallow. 

While representing the 2nd District of Idaho, Congressman George 
Hansen wrote a book entitled To Harass Our People. In it he states 
regarding our own United States government, “Government forces are 
consciously working to break free of the limitations imposed on them by the 
Constitution.” They also want to become God. 

Regarding the government and religion, Congressman Hansen warns, 
“The simplest form of the statement is as follows: In the United States, in the 
1980’s, we are facing the establishment of a state religion. 


(See illustration on following page.) 


“The creed of this new church has some very sharp features. Some of 
them are at odds with the faiths professed by the people now bound by this 
alarming new faith which declares: 


1. All sexual activity is good. Homosexuality, lesbianism, man-boy relations, 
and even incest are now viewed sympathetically. 

2. Limitations on the public consumption of sexual products is a violation of 
freedom of the press. There is no such thing as pornography. 

3. Disposition of the by-products of sex is authorized by the state. Abortion 
is now a normal, expected activity, without regard to the age or 
circumstances of the persons seeking such a procedure. 

4. The state is the principal parent of the child. His natural parents keep him 
only at the sufferance of the state. 

5. The mental health of the child is impaired by overexposure to religious 
faith.” 

THANK GOD that Romans 13 is the Word of God and will always 
express the truth no matter how much it may be misinterpreted or misused. 

Therefore, let’s study it, asking some pertinent questions as we attempt 
to perpetrate its true message. 
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Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist 
are established by God. 

2 Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance 
of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation 
upon themselves. 

3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for 
evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, 
and you will have praise from the same; 

4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is 
evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a 
minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who 
practices evil. 

5 Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only 
because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. 

6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for “rulers” are 
servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 

7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom 
honor. 

8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he 
who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 

9 For this, “You shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet,” and if there is 
any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the 
fulfillment of the law. 

11 And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for 
you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than 
when we believed. 

12 The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us 
therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. 

13 Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in 
strife and jealousy. 

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 


ARE CHRISTIANS ALWAYS TO OBEY 
GOVERNMENT? 


Obey the government, for God is the one who has put it there. 
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There is no government anywhere that God has not placed in 
power. (Romans 13:1 LIVING BIBLE) 


There are several reasons why we know this is not what is being taught 
here: 

First, the only government God ever identified as His government was a 
Theocracy. 


So Moses came and called the elders of the people, and set before 
them all these words which the Lord had commanded him. And 
all the people answered together and said, “All that the Lord has 
spoken we will do!” And Moses brought back the words of the 
people to the Lord. (Exodus 19:7,8) 


Then Moses came and recounted to the people all the words of 
the Lord and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with 
one voice, and said, “All the words which the Lord has spoken we 
will do!’”... Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in 
the hearing of the people; and they said, “All that the Lord has 
spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!” (Exodus 24:3,7) 


In Deuteronomy 5, Moses summonedall Israel and asked them to listen 
to the statutes and the ordinances so they could learn them and observe 
them carefully. He recounted the blessings of the Lord to Israel and then 
reiterated the decalogue (the ten commandments). Then the Lord spoke te 
Moses regarding the people and said, 


“Oh, that they had sucha heart in them, that they would fear Me, 
and keep all My commandments always, that it may be well with 
them and with their sons forever!” (Deuteronomy 5:29) 


In Judges 8:22,23 Gideon clearly defined God’s plan when the people 
made a request of him. 


Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, both you 
and your son, also your son’s son, for you have delivered us from 
the hand of Midian.” But Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over 
you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you. = 


Samuelalso clearly defined God’s desires and program for His people in 
1 Samuel 12:6-16,19. Notice that this passage clearly identifies whom God’s 
people are to heed and follow. 


Then Samuel said to the people, “It is the Lord who appointed 
Moses and Aaron and who brought your fathers up from the land 
Egypt. So now, take your stand, that I may plead with you before 
the Lord concerning all the righteous acts of the Lord which He 
did for you and your fathers. When Jacob went into Egypt and 
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your fathers cried out to the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and 
Aaron who brought your fathers out of Egypt and settled them in 
this place. But they forgot the Lord their God, so He sold them 
into the hand of Sisera, captain of the army of Hazor, and into 
the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the king of Moab, 
and they fought against them. And they cried out to the Lord and 
said, ‘We have sinned because we have forsaken the Lord and 
have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth; but now deliver us 
from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve Thee.’ Then the 
Lord sent Jerubbaal and Bedan and Jephthah and Samuel, and 
delivered you from the hands of your enemies all around, so that 
you lived in security. When you saw that Nahash the king of the 
sons of Ammon came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but aking 
shall reign over us,’ although the Lord God was your king. Now 
therefore, here is the king who you have chosen, who you have 
asked for, and behold, the Lord has set a king over you. If you will 
fear the Lord and serve Him, and listen to His voice and not rebel 
against the command of the Lord, then both you and also the 
king who reigns over you will follow the Lord your God. And if 
you will not listen to the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the 
command of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against 
you, as it was against your fathers. Even now, take your stand 
and see this great thing which the Lord will do before your eyes.” 
... Then all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your servants to 
the Lord your God, so that we may not die, for we have added to 
all our sins this evil by asking for ourselves a king.” 


Please note that even though God granted what the people asked, it was 
not His direct will for them, but it was still their responsibility to “fear the Lord 
and serve Him, and listen to His voice”. If they (not the king) would do this, 
“then both you and also the king who reigns over you will follow the Lord 
your God” (v. 14). You see, God demands allegiance from His people, 
expecting them to follow Him, and that includes the king or government 
leadership. However, in any government, the final accountability lies with the 
people. 

The Thorndike-Barnhart Dictionary defines theocracy as “Government 
in which God is recognized as the supreme civil ruler and His laws are taken 
as the laws of the state.” THIS IS THE ONLY TYPE OF GOVERN- 
MENT GOD EVER INSTITUTED. 

All other human governments were established via the hearts and minds 
of men when they rejected the government originated by God. A fine 
example appears in I Samuel 8:7,19; 10:19. 


And the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in 
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regard to the all that they say to you, for they have not rejected 
you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.” 
Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of 
Samuel, and they said, “No, but there shall be a king over us.” 
“But you today rejected your God, who delivers you from all 
your calamities and your distresses; yet you have said, ‘No, but 
set a king over us!’ ” 
Nowhere does the Bible provide any evidence that God ever changed 
His plan of government for His people. In fact, in Hosea 13:9-11 God confirms 
human governments are not His choice for His people, they are to follow 
Him. 
It is your destruction, O Israel, that you are against Me, against 
your help. Where now is your king that he may save you in all your 
cities, and your judges of whom you requested, “Give me a king 
and princes”? |gave youa king in My anger, and took him away in 
My wrath. 


(See illustration on opposite page.) 


DOES GOD PUT ALL RULERS IN POWER? 


Certain Scriptures seem to indicate that God does set up human rulers. 
To be fair in our study of the Scriptures, the following passages must be 
considered. 


For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and He rules over the nations. All 
the prosperous of the earth will eat and worship, all those who go 
down to the dust will bow before Him, even he who cannot keep 
his soul alive. (Psalm 22:28,29) 


By me kings reign, and rulers decree justice. (Proverbs 8:15) 


Daniel answered and said, “Let the name of God be blessed 
forever and ever, for wisdom and power belong to Him. And it is 
He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings 
and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men, and 
knowledge to men of understanding... you, O king, are the king 
of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the 
power, the strength and the glory; and wherever the sons of men 
dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has 
given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them 
all.” (Daniel 2:20-21, 37-38) 


This sentence is by the decree of the angelic watchers, and the 
decision is a command of the holy ones, in order that the living 
may know that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, 
and bestows it on whom He wishes, and sets over it the lowliest of 
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men. (Daniel 4:17) 


Pilate therefore said to Jesus, “You do not speak to me? Do you 
not know that I have authority to release you, and I have 
authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered, “You would have no 
authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for 
this reason he who delivered Me up to you has the greater sin.” 
(John 19:10,11) 


The above Scriptures could be used to show that God chooses human 
leaders. However, the GOLDEN RULE OF SCRIPTURAL INTER- 
PRETATION given by Dr. David L. Cooper and adhered to by most 
conservative theologians maintains, “When the plain sense of Scripture 
makes common sense, seek no other sense; therefore, take every word at its 
primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate 
context studied in the light of related passages and axiomatic and 
fundamental truths, indicate clearly otherwise.” When these passages are 
studied in the light of related passages and axiomatic and fundamental truths, 
it seems clear that they simply express God’s position as Supreme Authority, 
not the procedure by which all leaders, or even national leaders, are chosen. 
You are encouraged to study the entire context of each of the above 
Scriptures in the light of related passages and axiomatic and fundamental 
truths. 

Let’s consider the evidence that indicates these Scriptures are really 
saying THAT NO ONE COULD BE IN AUTHORITY UNLESS 
GOD ALLOWS IT. 

If God ordains human rulers and is displeased with them, He is unhappy 
with His own ordinance. 

Since the word “ordain” is being introduced for the first time and is used 
quite often in Scripture, it is important to define the word. The Greek word 
“Té@aoaw” (tasso) means “to arrange, set inarray”. Therefore, when the word 
is utilized in our study, it means “arranged and set up by God”. 

It is absurd to entertain for a moment that God ordained the reigns of 
rulers such as the kings of Judah and Israel in the divided kingdom, Herod, 
Hitler, Kruschev, Khomeini, Gaddafi, and Castro. For instance, if God 
ordained the kings of Judah during the divided kingdom, He approved 8 good 
and 12 bad. If He ordained the kings of Israel during the divided kingdom, He 
endorsed 19 kings, all bad. If God ordained Herod’s reign, He appointed a 
man who killed hundreds of babies and threatened the life of His own Son. If 
God ordained Hitler’s regime, He sanctioned a man who slaughtered millions 
of innocent people. If God ordained those in Washington who have made our 
present laws, He established a government that murders millions of babies 
each year. This is only a fraction of those whose lives were taken through 
abortion in China; and this could go on and on .. |! 
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Isaiah 32:1 says, “Behold, a king will reign righteously and princes will 
rule justly.” If God literally chose all rulers, they would have to be good, for 
otherwise He would be confirming unrighteousness. 

It is preposterous to believe that God established types of human 
governments, for that would mean that He must have been thoroughly 
confused in forming so many diverse ones. Didn’t He know which one would 
work? (Actually, He was aware that none of them would work.) Remember 
God only established a theocracy. Furthermore, if God ordained govern- 
ments that would unjustly slaughter millions of people, He would have to be 
the author of evil and could not be the perfect, good, holy and just God that 
He is. 

Such an interpretation would be inconsistent with the rest of Scripture, 
reason, and common sense. In Jeremiah 1:10, God chose Jeremiah and said, 
“See, Ihave appointed you this day over the nations and over the kingdoms, 
to pluck up and break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to 
plant.” In verse 18 He added, “Now behold I have made you today as a 
fortified city, and as a pillar of iron and as walls of bronze against the whole 
land, to the kings of Judah, to its princes, to its priests and to the people of 
the land.” 

Would God ordain a government and then raise up a prophet of God to 
tear up, break down, and fight against His own ordained government? Of 
course not! 

In Ezekiel 25:14-17 God announces that He is going to destroy the 
Philistines and the Cherethites. 


“And I will lay My vengeance on Edom by the hand of My people 
Israel. Therefore, they will act in Edom according to My anger 
and according to My wrath; thus they will know My vengeance,” 
declares the Lord God. 


Thus says the Lord God, “Because the Philistines have acted in 
revenge and have taken vengeance with scorn of soul to destroy 
with everlasting enmity, therefore,” thus says the Lord God, 
“Behold, I will stretch out My hand against the Philistines, even 
cut off the Cherethites and destroy the remnant of the seacoast. 
And I will execute great vengeance on them with wrathful 
rebukes; and they will know that Iam the Lord when I lay My 
vengeance on them.” 


If God ordained these governments and then destroyed them, isn’t it 
reasonable to assume that (1) He instituted something bad, and (2) was 
repudiating Himself by destroying something He ordained? Psalm 2:1-3 asks, 


Whyare the nations in an uproar, and the peoples devising a vain 
thing? The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers take 
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counsel together against the Lord and against His anointed: “Let 
us tear their fetters apart, and cast away their cords from us!” 


It is foolish to believe that God is going to approve government or rulers 
that will join together to oppose Him. In actuality, God allows man to possess 
freedom of choice in order to serve Him or go his own way. Using that 
freedom, man chooses his type of government and determines to follow God 
or his own inclinations. 

No one questions that God possesses all authority and has the power to 
immediately remove or elevate kings at will. However, God created man with 
a free will, after which man rebelled against God and started the practice of 
instituting kings. God was disappointed that the people wanted earthly kings 
at all, but to honor His commitment to man’s free will, He did let mankind 
choose. A theocracy, however, is still God’s plan for every individual. 

If God sets up and takes down specific earthly kings or rulers, He 
invalidates authority granted to man. Because Godis the creator of man, He 
can certainly do this if He wishes, but there is no indication in Scripture that 
God does this as a general rule. 

In the Bible, God anointed certain people for particular tasks of 
leadership, but always to deliver the Hebrew people, promote the gospel, or 
further some type of good. God never chose people to promote evil, although 
the people sometimes did so after they were selected and appointed. For 
instance, God said to Samuel in I Samuel 9:16-17, 


“A bout this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of 
Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince over My people 
Israel; and he shall deliver My people from the hand of the 
Philistines. For I have regarded My people, because their cry has 
come to Me.” When Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said to him, 
“Behold, the man of whom! spoke to you! This one shall rule over 
My people.” 


So you see, God works with individuals, granting them health and 
abilities which enable them to become kings or rulers. At times He has 
stipulated particular tasks or responsibilities. Yet it is inconceivable that God 
uses His authority to set up evil rulers. Satan has been allowed considerable 
freedom in the world and may have more to do with setting up human rulers 
than God does. Certainly God isn’t going to help him perform this task. God 
only promotes good. It should be noted again that NOWHERE IN THE 
BIBLE DID GOD ORDAIN ANY KIND OF GOVERNMENT BUT 
A THEOCRACY! 

Furthermore, if God ordains governments and their leadership, then it is 
wrong for anyone to disobey their laws, whatever they may be, and if they do, 
they are sinning against God. With some of the human laws we have already | 
considered, this is ridiculous. Consider for instance, Shadrach, Meshach and 
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Abed-nego. What did they do? 


Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego answered and said to the 
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer 
concerning this. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us 
out of your hand, O king. But even if He does not, let it be known 
to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or 
worship the golden image that you have set up.” (Daniel 3:16-18) 


Daniel broke the law three times a day in order to be faithful to his God. 
Peter and the apostles likewise defied the mandates of their rulers. 


And when they had brought them (Peter and the apostles), they 
stood them before the Council. And the high priest questioned 
them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to continue 
teaching in this name, and behold, you have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” But 
Peter and the apostles answered and said, “We must obey God 
rather than men.” (Acts 5:27-29) 


As we consider verses 2-7 later in our study, you will discover that, if we 
accept Romans 13:1 as saying that “Every soul is subject to the government 
and God puts all governments in power,” then verses 2-7 make no rational 
sense. 

Three other points need to be established with regard to verse one. 
First, nowhere does Scripture refer to God choosing a national leader 
outside the nation of Israel. Second, the word “government” does not appear 
in the Greek text at all in Romans 13:1. Finally, God neither approves nor 
disapproves human governments or rulers; He simply commends righteous- 
ness and condemns unrighteousness, whatever the government or whoever 
the ruler. 

If you still wish to believe that all governments and/or leaders are 
ordained by God, you must also accept the following: 


1. Anyone who resists a government law is resisting God. 

2. Anyone who seeks to escape froma government that enslaves its people 
is fighting against God. 

3. To engage in war against another country is to attack an ordinance of 
God, even if one is attacked by another country as the United States was 
at Pearl Harbor. 

4. Not to engage in war for our own country when the “God ordained” 

government says you must, constitutes rebellion against God. In other 

words, you are damned if you do and damned if you don’t. 

God runs a contradictory program. 

6. Witnessing to people in countries where it is against the law amounts to 
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disobedience to God. 
To take tracts or Bibles into countries where laws prohibit such activity 
would be undermining the ordained government of God. 


. Since our forefathers rebelled against England in the establishment of 


our country, they were not great or godly men but rebels fighting against 
the ordinance of God. 


. Itis wrong to vote. When one votes, he may be seeking to establish rulers 


or laws different from those existing. If God ordained government, it is 
up to Him to change it, not us. When did God select us to modify the 
ordinances of God? 

The Constitution of the United States, the Bill of Rights, and Declaration 
of Independence constituted rebellion against God’s ordained plan since 
the founders were rebelling against the Mother Country. 

Old Testament prophets prophesied against the ordained governments 
of God (cf. Isaiah 1:1-25, Isaiah 3, Jeremiah 1:11-16, and many others). 
Christians must obey all government laws, no matter how unjust, and sin 
if they do not. 

If God has instituted all types of government, He must have provided a 
different set of rules for each to go by. Can we imagine God ordaining an 
ungodly government? This is contrary to His very nature and the entire 
teaching of Scripture, for it is tantamount to giving His approval to evil. 
According to the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, his- 
torians can identify seven different types of governments, in Hebrew 
history alone, to the time of the Roman rule. If human governments are 
ordained by God, He does not seem to know which one works. 


In the next chapter, our study will clarify that God created people, 


people create government, and government puts leaders into power. God 
has the power to overrule this process if He chooses to do so, but we have no 
evidence of His choosing to intervene in this process except in instances with 
the Hebrew people. In reality, we have evidence that God laid aside the law of 
gravity as often as He intervened in types of government or the appointment 
of governmental leaders. 
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GOD’S ORDAINED 
CHAIN OF AUTHORITY 


Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist 
are established by God. (Romans 13:1) 


GOD HAS ORDAINED A CHAIN OF AUTHORITY AND 
EVERY PERSON IS SUBJECT TOIT. Immediately we can see that 
this truth is relevant to every country, every form of government, in every 
situation, and to every Christian. Now we must ask, “Is it consistent with the 
rest of Scripture?” Let’s study and see. 

Notice that the statement “God has given us a chain of authority and 
every person is subject to it” is simple, reasonable, sensible, and under- 
standable. Romans 13:1-7, although greatly misinterpreted because of words 
added by some translators, is a very simple passage if the first verse is 
interpreted properly. 

In the King James version of the Bible, verse 1 says, “Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher powers.” Of all the versions, this is probably as good 
a translation as any, but let’s dig a little deeper and see what the key Greek 
words actually mean. 

The Greek word translated “higher” is U1repéx w (huperecho), meaning 
“supreme”. The same word is used 4 other times in the New Testament with 
the following translation: 


(DePhik 2:3 (NAS) “more important” 
(KJV) “better” 

(2) Phil. 3:8 (NAS) “surpassing value” 
(KJV) “Excellency” 

Gy eal 4:7, (NAS) “surpasses all” 
(KJV) “passeth all” 

(4) I Peter 2:13 (NAS) “one in authority” 
(KJV) “supreme” 


Lest anyone be misled into believing that I Peter 2:13 in the King James 
version is declaring the King supreme, let me point out that it states “as 
supreme”, not “is supreme”. : 

The Greek word for “authority” or “power”, €€ouvata (exousia) is best 
translated “authority”. Those who have translated this as “government 
authorities” have seriously misled their readers, primarily because the word 
for government does not appear in the Greek text at all. Therefore, the verse 
tells us, EVERY SOUL IS TO BE SUBJECT TO THE HIGHEST 
OR SUPREME AUTHORITY. 
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Who is the supreme authority? God, of course. God created angels and 
chose three of them—Michael, Gabriel, and Lucifer—to have authority over 
the other angels. But who is the supreme authority? God, of course! God 
created man, established the family as the basic unit of society, and gave him 
authority. But who is the supreme authority? God, of course! WE SEE 
GOD DEVELOPING A PLAN OF OPERATION HERE. In the 
family structure, man is the head of the home, but man’s supreme authority is 
God. Among the angels, Michael, Gabriel, and Lucifer were supreme 
authority. BUT ANY TIME THOSE AUTHORITIES ACT IN 
OPPOSITION TO GOD AND HIS WORD, THEY CEASE TO BE 
AN AUTHORITY THAT THE CHRISTIAN IS SUBJECT TO. 

For instance, if a man tells his wife to do something against God’s Word, 
he ceases to be an authority over her in that command. Satan has still been 
allowed great authority on the earth as “the prince of the power of the air” 
(Ephesians 2:2), and he even tempted Christ by showing Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and offering them to Him. He evidently had this much 
power as he urged Jesus, “All these things will Igive You, if You falldown and 
worship me” (Matthew 4:9). Never subject to Satan’s traps, Christ replied (v. 
10), “Begone, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE 
LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’ ” This is to be the 
Christians’ response also. THE CHRISTIAN IS SUBJECT TO THE 
SUPREME AUTHORITY. THEREFORE, IF A CHRISTIAN 
WISHES TO FOLLOW GOD, HE MUST REJECT ANY 
AUTHORITY THAT IS IN OPPOSITION TO GOD AND HIS 
WORD. Any reference in verse 1 to government leaders as supreme 
authority is a gross misinterpretation of the passage and does not make 
sense in real life. It is likewise inconsistent with the rest of Scripture. 


GOD’S LAW OF CREATION 


One of the first laws God ever established was that HE NEVER 
ALLOWS THE CREATED TO BE GREATER THAN THE 
CREATOR. This problem arose with Lucifer when God put him in charge 
of one-third of the angels of heaven. He was not content to remain subject to 
God but wanted to be God himself. In Isaiah 14:13,14 we read: 


But you said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my 
throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of 
assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the most high. 


The created trying to become greater than the creator has consistently 
been the hallmark of men, governments, organizations, denominations, etc. 
Men conceive ideas of their own that they use to replace the laws and Word 
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of God. This is how secular humanism has progressively swept into our 
schools and government until it has become the unofficial state religion. All 
Christians should be keenly aware of the teaching of both the secular 
humanism ethic and the Christian ethic. By contrasting the two below, we 
can easily see how men try to throw God overboard and become gods 
themselves. 


Secular Humanism Ethic Christian Ethic 

1. There is no God. The universe is 1. In the beginning God created the 
self existing and not created. heavens and the earth. 

2. Man has no soul and is only an 2. Man has a soul and was created in 
animal evolved from lower animal the image of God. 
forms. 

3. Man exists for his own pleasure. 3. Man exists to glorify God and this 

brings him pleasure. 

4. Man is the source of all wisdom, 4. God is the source of all wisdom, 
rights, and authority. rights, and authority. 

5. Moral values derive their source 5. Moral values are defined by God. 
from human experience. 

6. Ethics are situational and relative, 6. Ethics are absolute, based on the 
having no fixed base. Bible. 

7. Right to abortion and/or 7. Right to life. 
euthanasia. 

8. Self-indulging, Me first, pleasure 8. Self-denying, God first, love 
oriented lifestyle. oriented lifestyle. 

9. Homosexual or heterosexual 9. Homosexual lifestyle is an abomi- 
lifestyle, contrary to God’s nation, not sanctioned or even 
command, is to be protected. condoned. 

10. Separation of church from state. 10. Government based on Christian 
State controlled church. values. 

11. Freedom to make one’s own 11. Freedom of religion. 
religion. 

12. One world government. 12. Independent, self-government. 


Remember, government never works properly when the created 
subverts the law of God and tries to become greater than its creator. 
Government was created by man to serve man, man was not created by 
government to serve government. Wouldn’t our world be a completely 
different place if we could just comprehend and institute this principle 
consistently? 

The same is true in our society with other organizations. Without 
exception, labor unions were created by a group of people to help and serve 
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industrial workers and protect them from unfair management. Sad to say, 
many unions have forgotten who created them and why they were formed. 
At present some of them serve as a club over the union members’ heads to 
keep them in line with whatever the union bosses feel is good for the union, 
not necessarily for the members. 

We could count ourselves fortunate if the government and secular 
organizations were the only ones that have fallen into this trap manufactured 
by Satan, but when we take a look at the church and many Christian 
organizations, they too have fallen prey to malpractice. Christians establish 
churches for worship, education, and fellowship. However, in too many 
cases, the organization is using the people to build it rather than utilizing the 
organization to build the people (individual members). 

Continuing on the organizational ladder, we find that churches or 
fellowships enjoy uniting together, primarily because they can inaugurate 
some programs that cannot be accomplished separately. Therefore, on 
many occasions in our country, churches have come together to establish 
group fellowships known as denominations. The denomination is set up for 
the purpose of serving the individual churches, its creator. This usually 
works splendidly for a few years, but then somehow the denomination 
inverts the plan and, if not mentally, practically proceeds as if the church was 
created by the denomination to be its servant. 

Governments are created by man to serve the citizens but almost 
always reverse the process, making or at least trying to make man the 
servant of government. Jesus explained clearly to his disciples how this is to 
work in Matthew 20:25-28: 


But Jesus called them to Himself, and said, “You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men 
exercise authority over them. It is not so among you, but 
whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your 
slave; just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 


Leaders are to be servants, not lords. The created trying to become 
greater than the creator instead of serving the creator has occurred 
throughout history, explaining why a government usually lasts a maximum of 
two hundred to three hundred years and then falls. You see, the higher 
authority is man, who created the government, and he will not allow it to exist 
and serve as lord over him forever. 


GOD’S PLAN OF AUTHORITY 


Be sure to use the Diagram of God’s Plan of Authority to test 
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everything you do and every question you have. It will serve as a touchstone 
in helping you to get your life in order, make the right decisions, and bring 
much of God’s blessing into your life. Men may cast aside God and His Word, 
making their own rules and “doing their own thing”, but who is the supreme 
authority? God! 

Then how does God’s plan of authority work? The Christian cannot run 
to God on every little issue or expect Him to cover every minute detail in His 
Word. Because the Christian is subject to all the laws and regulations of his 
society, how does he know which ones he should obey and which ones he 
should reject? For the sake of clarity and the fact that a picture is worth a 
thousand words, the diagram below will explain the way God expects the 
Christian to decide which authority he must submit to. 


(See diagram on following page.) 


Notice that in the diagram of God’s Authority: 


1. God is the Supreme Authority. He created the world. Everyone will give 
account to Him. 

2. God created angels and gave them authority. 

3. God made mankind with a free will, and gave human beings authority. 
Then God established a theocracy to govern, gave us the Bible as the rule 
of faith and practice, and instituted the true church. GOD AND HIS 
WORD, ANGELS, AND MAN ARE THE AUTHORITIES 
GOD ESTABLISHED. In His Word, God does give instructions to 
man as to how he should set up authorities to operate a society and the 
local church. In many cases, man has rebelled against God and raised up 
authorities according to his own desires. 

4. Man, Christians and non-Christians, not God, created human govern- 
ments, the organized church, and all other human organizations. God 
and His Word provide the criteria by which all government and church 
regulations are to be judged. The Christian’s responsibility is to be the 
“salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13), that is, to preserve Biblical principles 
in government, the church, and society. The Christian is to constantly 
seek the Lord, live for Him, and scrutinize government and church 
regulations to insure that they are in accord with the Bible. 


5. Fortunately in our country, our forefathers set up a jury system and 
elections to enable the people to keep watch on government. Yet, instead 
of the people on the jury deciding what is right and just, they are told by 
the judge to rule according to his instructions. By this judicial cover-up 
judges often ignore or change the law, deceive the people, and are able to 
get the judgments they want. JURIES HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
THROW OUT ANY GOVERNMENT LAW THEY FEEL IS 
NOT RIGHT OR UNFAIR AND SHOULD DO SO WITHOUT 
REGARD TO THE JUDGES’ INSTRUCTIONS. 


41 


ee ee Se SS EE Ee SSS eee 


DIAGRAM OF GOD’S PLAN OF AUTHORITY 
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6. The individual Christian should try to work through the authorities 
created by man. However, remember the creator is always to be in 
control of the created. Anytime man establishes a law that is not in 
harmony with God’s Word, the Christian is to uphold and obey the 
Higher Authority. What an awesome responsibility Christians have been 
given! They are to strictly uphold righteousness in everything from their 
own personal lives to the rules of society. Proverbs 29:2 says, “When the 
righteous increase, the people rejoice, but when a wicked man rules, 
people groan.” 


God’s plan of authority is universal. No matter what country is involved, 
what type of government it has instituted, or what position of authority a 
person may have, God’s plan of authority is binding on every person. Anyone 
who thinks that he has accepted an autonomous responsibility must never 
forget that EVERY person is subject to God’s plan of authority. Not only will 
there come a day when every person will stand before God and give an 
account, but in this universe, things do not proceed smoothly or hold 
together very long for those who ignore God’s divine plan. 

All Scripture upholds God as the Supreme Authority. Very seldom will 
you find Christians who disagree with this, BUT IN ACTUAL PRAC- 
TICE, THEY LIVE THEIR LIVES AS THOUGH HUMAN 
AUTHORITIES HAVE DEFINITE PRIORITY OVER GOD. 

God has given us a plan of authority and every person is subject to it (not 
man-made or government laws). This is the only plan that makes sense out of 
the Christian ministry. Have you wondered whether individuals should 
witness in countries where a law mandates against such activity? Is this a 
difficult issue to reconcile? Anyone who understands God’s plan of authority 
can easily see that all laws in conflict with God’s laws are null and void. Can 
we smuggle Bibles into a country where it is against the law? If we follow 
God’s plan of authority, that is no problem for the Christian. 


SHOULD A CHRISTIAN BE INVOLVED 
IN GOVERNMENT? 


Should a Christian be involved in government and fight against laws 
which promote injustice, immorality, thievery, murder, abstinence of worship 
and prayer, etc? Not only should a Christian be involved, but God’s plan of 
authority demands it if we are going to follow Him! BUT REMEMBER, 
CHRISTIANS ARE TO BEAR THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
WHILE STANDING FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22,23) 
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Would a-Christian dare be a part of an underground movement to 
overthrow a corrupt government? God’s plan not only says he would dare to 
do so but prescribes it as a part of his Christian responsibility. A Christian 
can best serve his government by living for Christ, and bearing the fruit of the 
Spirit mentioned above. His promotion of righteousness (justice and 
morality) at all times and in every situation includes an automatic resistance 
to fight against unrighteousness. 
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HOW GOD’S PLAN AFFECTS OUR LIFE, 
CHURCH, SOCIETY AND GOVERNMENT 


We see that Romans 13:1 announces the truth that God has given us a 
plan of authority, and every person is subject to it. It affects every facet of our 
private personal life—mental, physical, and spiritual. It comes into play in 
everything we think about. Whether we want to follow God or have chosen 
to reject Him and go our own way, does not change the fact one iota. This is a 
law of God at work, and it will continue whether we recognize it or not. Yet 
GOD DOES WANT US TO EXPERIENCE THE BLESSINGS 
THAT COME FROM FOLLOWING HIS PLAN. God’s “Plan of 
Authority Diagram” should be used carefully and regularly until it 
becomes second nature in all our decisions if we really want to follow Him. It 
will also help to keep our personal life, family, business, church, and 
government strong and honoring to God. 

Mentally, possibly the most difficult aspect for a person, is the capability 
of making correct decisions and the confidence that a decision is the proper 
one. Once we clearly have in mind who the Supreme Authority is and that we 
will follow His plan, decision making becomes much easier. 

Spiritually, we hear such inaccurate statements as “All religions lead to 
the same place” or “It doesn’t make any difference what you believe as long 
as you are sincere” or “I ama pretty good guy and God will let me into 
heaven” or “God doesn’t always expect me to fight for righteousness” or 
“God doesn’t hold me accountable as long as I do what the government 
says’. These tickle the ear, but in reality they announce a rejection of God. 
WE WILL BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE because He is the SUPREME 
AUTHORITY. 

Physically, following God’s plan of authority could lead to positive or 
negative experiences, depending upon the government or other authorities 
you may be subject to. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego endured the 
fiery furnace, Daniel faced the lion’s den, Paul and Peter were slapped in 
prison, and John the Baptist was beheaded for following God and His plan of 
authority. Such recriminations could actually happen to us when we faithfully 
follow God. You see, the cost may be high, but it is always higher if we 
attempt to pursue our own plan. 


(See illustration on following page.) 


The church may also have difficulty following God’s plan of authority. 
God left the church here to glorify and live for Him in every area of life, 
expecting it to serve as a conscience to government and a check on 
government to see that all man-made laws are not in opposition to His laws. 
In most countries today, the church does not affect the government nearly so 
much as the government affects the church. This, too, is a perversion of 
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“Don’t tellus abortion 
is wrong. You just fill 
out the forms we ask 
for, and send a fee for 
our service or we will 
fine you and send you 
to jail!” 


LIBERTY and JUSTICE 
for ALL! 


God’s laws are above man’s laws. 
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God’s intention. To change the course of our own precious U.S.A., 
Christians across our land must get back to the mission of God. If every 
Christian would decide to follow God’s plan of authority and make decisions 
based on it, our world would be an exciting place to live tomorrow. 
Christians, please make this a serious matter of prayer. If just a few 
Christians in each neighborhood begin to stand, God will be honored and 
America will be blessed. 

A worldwide Christian ministry and fulfillment of the Great Commission 
given by Jesus is an impossibility if God ordains all governments and leaders. 
Many countries have laws against sharing our faith or giving people the Word 
of God, similar to Darius’ decree in Daniel’s day. Jesus commanded us to go 
into ALL THE WORLD and preach the gospel, not just to countries where 
there is no law against it. For any Christian or Christian organization to take 
the position, as one prominent and basically good Christian organization did, 
that “A believer may consider a law unfair, and he is free to speak out 
against it on that basis, but as long as it is on the books, he must obey it”, is 
pure nonsense and not at all in accord with Biblical teaching. 

Oftentimes business associates and practices must change when we 
accept God’s plan of authority. We have heard it said, “Honesty is the best 
policy”. Well, so is following God’s plan. Its effect on business should be 
expanded significantly, and it should be used carefully in all business 
decisions. We can be sure that it will give good direction and wise counsel as 
we proceed in the vocational world. 

Church and government relations should be carefully analyzed in 
accordance with God’s plan of authority. Then it becomes the responsibility 
of Christians to stand firm for His plan and act in accord with its dictates. 
CHRISTIANS SHOULD JUDGE ALL MAN-MADE LAWS AS 
TO THEIR CONSISTENCY WITH GOD’S LAWS. 

Voting and participating in various aspects of government should be the 
Christian’s first step in standing for God as a patriot. Unfortunately, 
sometimes Christians do not have the privilege to choose between right and 
wrong. This could be true in voting and occasionally we may have to vote for 
the lesser of two wrongs while working to make progress toward right. 
Perhaps the next step would be to uphold the U.S. Constitution with our very 
lives if necessary, as did our forefathers. In case we are too busy to have 
noticed, government bureaucrats have violated the Constitution and taken 
away many of the protections established to insure our freedom and 
enjoyment. 

Needless to say, God’s plan of authority, if followed, would go a long way 
toward establishing and promoting good international relations. Other 
nations would know where we stand and how much we are dedicated to 
remaining there. Can you imagine how exciting it would be to have truth, 
integrity, and justice at the heart of our international policies? Our whole 
world would get a fresh breath of air. 
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This process of going to the higher authority should be a consistent 
practice for the Christian in every decision of life. Every activity, law, and 
relationship is to be judged by the Bible as to its validity for the Christian. His 
law is the Bible, which serves as the final authority in faith and practice. The 
Christian’s relationship to human government and the organized church is 
only relative, whereas his relationship to God is absolute: GOD IS LORD 
OF ALL! 

If a person chooses not to follow God, preferring his own or someone 
else’s desires, laws or regulations, his self-congratulatory pursuit does not 
affect in any way the fact that GOD IS SUPREME and everyone will give 
answer to HIM. 


For there is no authority except from God. (v. 1b) 


HOW GOD EXPECTS A GOVERNMENT 
TO WORK 


Then how can a government work if man is the authority over 
government? First, all people and governments are responsible to God’s plan 
of authority whether they recognize it or not. 


The powers that be are ordained by God. (Romans 13:1 KJV) 


For in Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him 

and for Him. And in Him you have been made complete, and He is 

the head over all rulers and authority;...When He had disarmed 

the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, 

having triumphed over them through Him. (Colossians 1:16, 

21.0215) 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you 

may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of 

the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the 

surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These 

are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 

which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the 

dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every 

name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to 

come. (Ephesians 1:18-21) 

Man is to set up laws to govern in accordance with God’s laws. Then 
man must obey the law because God is the Supreme Authority. However, 
the Bible does not teach that we are obligated to submit to the laws of man or 
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government if the laws are contrary to God’s laws. Here is His Word: 


You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, “This 
people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from 
Me. But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as their doctrines 
the precepts of men”. (Matthew 15:7-9) 


If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the 
world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit 
yourself to decrees, suchas, “Do not handle, do not taste, do not 
touch!” (which all refer to things destined to perish with the 
using)—in accordance with the commandments and teachings of 
men? These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance 
of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe 
treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly 
indulgence. (Colossians 2:20-23) 


For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, 
especially those of the circumcision, who must be silenced 
because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they 
should not teach, for the sake of sordid gain. One of themselves, a 
prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, 
lazy gluttons.” This testimony is true. For this cause reprove 
them severely that they may be sound in the faith, not paying 
attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn 
away from the truth. To the pure, all things are pure; but to those 
who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their 
mind and their conscience are defiled. They profess to know 
God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and 
disobedient, and worthless for any good deed. (Titus 1:10-16) 


Although Iam aware that the Apostle Paul is referring to some legalistic 
Jewish teachings and commandments in the above passage, the universal 
truth of what he says applies to us as much in our day as it did to Titus in his 
day. CHRISTIANS TODAY DO NOT BELIEVE WHAT THEY 
SAY THEY BELIEVE, BUT RATHER WHAT THEIR ACTIONS 
SHOW THEY BELIEVE. 


GOD’S LAWS AND MAN’S LAWS 


And those authorities which exist are established by God. (v. Ic) 


The Christian should resist all laws made by people or government that 
conflict with God’s laws and should always stand for morality and justice, 
upholding the statutes of God regardless of man’s laws. Francis A. Schaeffer, 
in his book A Christian Manifesto (page 90), asks, “Are we to obey the 
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state no matter what? Are we? In this one area is indeed Man the measure of 
all things? And I would answer, not at all, not at all.” 

This is a truth that may be repeated several times throughout this book 
because it needs to be taught by the pastor in every church, to every 
Christian, in every country. Pastors, churches, and Christian organizations 
which teach a lie in this regard neéd to remember the clear instruction of 
Scripture. 

Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. Put 
on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against 
the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the full 
armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and 
having done everything, to stand firm. (Ephesians 6:10-13) 


Standing for what is righteous, just, and moral in our country is almost a 
thing of the past. Today the rule seems to be expediency. How will the Lord 
respond when we stand before Him and explain that we were too busy to be 
bothered with the unrighteousness, injustice, and immorality of our day? I 
don’t want to be a member of the group to which He replies. 

Please do not misunderstand the teaching here. Christians should obey 
man’s or government laws in accordance with God’s word. If this isn’t clear to 
you, by all means carefully study until you know it for sure. Note the teaching 
of Scripture: 


Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution: 
whether to a king as the one in authority; or to governors as sent 
by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those 
who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you 
may silence the ignorance of foolish men. Act as free men, and do 
not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as 
bondslaves of God. (I Peter 2:13-16) | 


Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be 


uncontentious, gentle, showing every consideration for all men. 
(Tituis:3: 1,2) 

Some people find Titus 3:1 contradictory to Ephesians 6:12, quoted 
earlier. However, you will notice that Titus 3:1,2 is speaking of “every good 
work” which every Christian is to stand for, whereas Ephesians 6:12 is 
referring to “wickedness in high places” that every Christian is to oppose. 
Both verses aptly support the truth as it is pointed out here. 

The Bible makes it clear that we sin when we go along with any law that is 
not in accordance with God’s law. Can a Christian defer to unfair, unjust, 
immoral laws and still be right with God? Daniel couldn’t! 


50 


ARE THOSE WHO REFUSE 
TO OBEY THE LAWS 
OF THE LAND 
REFUSING TO OBEY GOD? 


Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of 
God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation 
upon themselves. (Romans 13:2) 


As previously suggested, it is appropriate for Christians to obey the laws 
of the landas long as they are not in opposition to the laws of God. “It is time 
we consciously realize that when ANY OFFICE commands what is 


contrary to God’s law it abrogates its authority. And, our loyalty to the God 
who gave this law requires that we make the appropriate response in that 
situation to such a tyrannical usurping of power” (Francis A. Schaeffer, A 
Christian Manifesto, pg. 131,132). Nowhere does the Bible teach 
that Christians are to obey the laws of the land if they are in opposition to 
God’s laws. The Bible says, 


And whoever will not observe the law of your God and the law of 
the king, let judgment be executed upon him strictly, whether for 
death or for banishment or for confiscation of goods or for 
imprisonment. (Ezra 7:26) 


My sons, fear the Lord and the king; do not associate with those 
who are given to change. (Proverbs 24:21) 


We are to obey both God and the king as long as the king’s statutes are 
in harmony with Divine law. However, not only in practical life but also in the 
Scripture, many individuals who walked with God chose to follow the Lord 
rather than the dictates of the government under which they lived. In Exodus 
1:7-22, the mid-wives of Egypt provide an example. 


But the sons of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly, and 
multiplied, and became exceedingly mighty, so that the land was 
filled with them. Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not 
know Joseph. And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of 
the sons of Israel are more and mightier than we. Come, let us 
deal wisely with them, lest they multiply and in the event of war, 
they also join themselves to those who hate us, and fight against 
us, and depart from the land.” So they appointed taskmasters 
over them to afflict them with hard labor. And they built for Pharaoh 
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storage cities, Pithom and Raamses. But the more they afflicted 
them, the more they multiplied and the more they spread out, so 
that they were the dread of the sons of Israel. And the Egyptians 
compelled the sons of Israel to labor rigorously; and they made 
their lives bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks and at all 
kinds of labor in the field, all their labors which they rigorously 
imposed on them. Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew 
midwives, one of who was named Shiphrah, and the other was 
named Puah; and he said, “When you are helping the Hebrew 
women to give birth and see them upon the birthstool, if it is a 
son, then you shall put him to death; but if it is a daughter, then 
she shall live.” But the midwives feared God, and did not doas the 
king of Egypt had commanded them, but let the boys live. So the 
king of Egypt called for the midwives, and said to them. “Why 
have you done this thing, and let the boys live?” And the midwives 
said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not as the 
Egyptian women; for they are vigorous, and they give birth 
before the midwife can get to them.” So God was good to the 
midwives, and the people multiplied, and became very mighty. 
And it came about because the midwives feared God, that He 
established households for them. Then Pharaoh commanded all 
his people, saying, “Every son who is born you are to cast into the 
Nile, and every daughter you are to keep alive.” 


It is interesting to notice that in verse 17 the midwives did exactly the 
opposite of what the king commanded. It is also fascinating to note that the 
king insisted that the midwives explain why they had disobeyed. The women 
actually lied to the king, but Scripture says, “So God was good to the 
midwives.” Evidently God overlooked their lie to the king as long as their 
allegiance to their Heavenly Ruler exceeded fidelity to the earthly ruler. 

Immediately following this passage we find another Biblical example 
which demonstrates that a follower of God must act uprightly in spite of what 
other Christians, government leaders or laws might say. Let’s take a look at 
Exodus 2:1-10. 


Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a daughter 
of Levi. And the woman conceived and bore a son; and when she 
saw that he was beautiful, she hid him for three months. But when 
she could hide him no longer, she got him a wicker basket and 
covered it over with tar and pitch. Then she put the child into it, 
and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. And his sister 
stood at a distance to find out what would happen to him. Then 
the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the Nile, with her 
maidens walking alongside the Nile; and she saw the basket 
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among the reeds and sent her maid, and she brought it to her.. 
When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the boy was 
crying. And she had pity on him and said. “This is one of the 
Hebrews’ children.” Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, 
“Shall I go and calla nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that 
she may nurse the child for you?” And Pharaoh’s daughter said to 
her, “Go ahead.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 
Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and 
nurse him for me and I shall give you your wages.” So the woman 
took the child and nursed him. And the child grew, and she 
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And 
she named him Moses, and said, “Because I drew him out of the 
water.” 


This passage clearly establishes that God cared for Moses and spared 
his life in opposition to the king’s command. 
Numerous examples like this appear not only in the Old Testament but 
also in the New. Note Herod’s decree in Matthew 2:7-16. 


Then Herod secretly called the magi, and ascertained from them 
the time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and 
said, “Go and make careful search for the child; and when you 
have found Him, report to me, that I too may come and worship 
Him.” And having heard the king, they went their way; and lo, the 
star, which they had seen in the East, went on before them, until it 
came and stood over where the child was. And when they saw the 
star, they rejoiced exceedingly, with great joy. And they came 
into the house and saw the child with Mary His mother; and they 
fell down and worshipped Him; and opening their treasures, they 
presented to Him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. And 
having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed for their own country by another way. Now when 
they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise and take the child and His 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is going to search for the child to destroy Him.” And he 
arose and took the child and His mother by night, and departed 
by Egypt; and was there until the death of Herod; that what was 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled saying, 
“Out of Egypt did I call My Son.” Then when Herod saw that he 
had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent 
and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its 
environs, from two years old and under, according to the time 
which he had ascertained from the magi. 


(See illustration on following page.) 
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Herod’s mandate to slay all the male children, from two years 
old and under, is carried out by Roman soldiers. 
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In verse 12 of this passage we note that God Himself opposed the 
command of Herod by warning the magi in a dream. Then the magi 
disobeyed the command of Herod by following the warning of God instead of 
Herod’s mandate. This is contradictory action if those who refuse to obey the 
laws of the land are refusing to obey God. 

Certainly Joseph and Mary sidestepped the desires of Herod by taking 
Jesus to Egypt to keep Him from being destroyed by Herod (v. 13, 14). In 
verse 16, Herod became enraged, slaying all the male children who were in 
Bethlehem and in all its environs, from two years old and under. Surely some 
of Herod’s emissaries on this mission did not have the heart to kill all the 
children and thus disobeyed Herod’s command. Were they refusing to obey 
God? On the contrary, we see God Himself giving directions in opposition to 
the government ruler. 

World Book Encyclopedia states, “Emperor Nero became known as 
one of the most evil rulers in history. He ordered scores of Christians sent 
into the arena to be killed by lions.” Are those who support this kind of 
leadership serving and honoring God? And do those who refuse to obey 
refuse to honor God? A little common sense readily answers such a 
preposterous question. 

The same encyclopedia comments on another despot: “Hitler decreed 
laws at Nuremberg in 1935 to exclude all Jews from German citizenship, and 
to deprive them of property rights and legal protection. During the next ten 
years, Hitler’s campaign led to the killing of millions of Jews. Christians who 
openly opposed Nazi ideas also were persecuted.” Were the Christians who 
opposed Hitler’s laws refusing to obey God? 

The ten planks of the Communist Manifesto (KARL MARX AND 
FREDERICK ENGELS SELECTED WORKS, International Publish- 
ers, New York, 1969, p. 52) state, “These measures will, of course, be 
different in different countries. Nevertheless in the most advanced countries, 
the following will be pretty generally applicable. 


1. Abolition of property in land and the application of all rents of land to 

public purposes. 

. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax. 

. Abolition of all right of inheritance. 

. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels. 

. Centralization of credit in the hands of the State, by means of a national 

bank with State capital and an exclusive monopoly. 

6. Centralization of the means of communications and transport in the 
hands of the State. 

7. Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the 
State, the bringing into cultivation of waste lands, and the improvement 
of the soil generally in accordance with a common plan. 

8. Equalliability of all to labor. Establishment of industrial armies, especially 
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for agriculture. 

9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual 
abolition of the distinction between town and country, by a more 
equitable distribution of population over the country. 

10. Free education for all children in public schools. Abolition of children’s 
factory labor in its present form. Combination of education with 
industrial production, etc., etc.” 


Some of these may seem reprehensible to us, while others will seem 
reasonable. For instance, #10 is acceptable until we realize that government 
will dictate the subject matter taught in the schools. Parents who teach 
anything else could be guilty of crime punishable by death. Children will be 
getting their education by working for the government in industrial pro- 
duction plants. Parents will never need to make decisions again regarding 
their children because the government will do that for them. 

Each of the communist planks reflects total disregard for the individual, 
regularly sacrificing him for the State. Government has never proved it isa 
better dictator than individuals, and most individual dictators are horrid. Yet 
government dictatorship is the ultimate result of communist and socialist 
countries, though few may openly admit it. Certainly those who refuse to 
obey anti-God laws promoting the communist philosophy are not refusing to 
obey God. 

David Reed, in his article entitled “THE UNHOLY WAR BE TWEEN 
IRAN AND IRAQ” (Reader’s Digest, August, 1984) tells us something of 
two present day governments and their leadership. Speaking of Iran, he says, 


They come in waves, hundreds of Iranian boys at a time, many as 
youngas ten or twelve. Some carry rifles and some are unarmed. 
Their mission is to detonate mines and draw fire in preparation for 
full-scale attacks against Iraqi lines. The boys carry plastic keys to 
heaven. They are being assured by their leader, Ayatollah and 
Ruhollah Khomeini, that if they are killed on the battlefield they 
will go directly to paradise. “The purest joy in Islam” Khomeini 
has explained, “is to kill and be killed for Allah.” 


Knowledgeable sources report that well over 50,000 Iraqis have 
been killed in action, while Iranian casualties may be as high as 
200,000. Even Iraqi soldiers have been appalled by the Iranian 
practice of sending boys on suicidal missions. Says one, “When 
we capture them, they cry for their mothers.” 


A boy named Hassan, who was 12 when captured, said, “They 
told us, ‘If you don’t die a martyr on the battlefield, you'll be 
executed in the rear.’ ” 


It is inconceivable that any person in his right mind would believe that 
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those who fail to obey the laws of this ruler are refusing to obey God. 

Consider Iraq and its leader Saddam Hussein. David Reed, in the same 
article, notes, “In his 16 years as Iraq’s strong man, Saddam has come to be 
known as the Butcher of Baghdad. Amnesty International reports that more 
than 800 political prisoners have been executed since 1978—300 in 1982 
alone. Torture is widely practiced.” Does God expect us to honor and obey 
this kind of ruler? 

A little closer to home we also have some choices to make. Are we to 
follow God’s laws or man’s laws? The very fact that we are obliged to make a 
choice points out clearly that those who refuse to submit to the laws of the 
land are not refusing to obey God. We could only wish that we could always 
be in accord with the laws of the land and the laws of God simultaneously, but 
unfortunately this is often not possible. 

For instance, legally “Homosexuality is an accepted alternate life-style,” 
and “Abortions are okay any time the mother decides she doesn’t want the 
baby”. But this is contrary to the law of God and those who engage in such 
will face the judgment of God even though the government says it is 
acceptable practice. 

It is our privilege to live in the greatest country in the history of mankind. 
Yet if we do not learn the lessons of history and the importance of following 
God’s plan of authority, we are destined to join the Egyptian, Persian, 
Babylonian, Roman, Greek, and other bygone great empires of the past on 
the trash heap of civilization. 

Now is the time to evaluate the laws of our land in the light of God’s laws, 
for every Christian must either nullify them or uphold them as God’s 
standards. The citizen who does so is THE REAL PATRIOT, displaying 
the ultimate concern for God, our families, and our country. 


WILL GOD PUNISH THOSE WHO 
DO NOT OBEY GOVERNMENT LAWS? 


Remember, the Scripture declares, 


Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of 
God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation 
upon themselves. (v. 2) 


Although some maintain that this text teaches that God will punish 
those who do not obey government laws and then make exceptions for all the 
Biblical examples that do not fit, there can be NO exceptions, for otherwise, 
we pervert the text. To be true to the Word, either God punishes ALL who 
do not obey government laws or the Bible doesn’t teach this at all. Clearly, 
the latter is true. 

If God punished all who do not obey government laws, this would make 
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the carrying out of God’s own commands subject to punishment by God in 
many countries. It also stands to reason that if God punishes those who 
disobey government laws, He would also bless all those who obey them. But 
practical living does not bear this out. Remember, GOD ALWAYS 
BLESSES THOSE WHO UPHOLD HIS LAWS AND STAND 
FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Although I cannot tell you how God is going 
to bless or whether such blessing will show up in this life, we know that God 
will bless. 

Don’t be taken in and deceived by those who would teach that God will 
punish all who do not obey government laws even though they may support 
unrighteousness. 
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WHEN ARE WE RESISTING GOD? 


Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of 
God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation 
upon themselves. (Romans 13:2) 


This verse teaches that anyone who resists God’s plan is resisting God. 
This includes governments as well as individuals. 


At this point it is very important to remember God’s arrangement of 
authority as given in His Word and diagrammed in the GOD’S PLAN OF 
AUTHORITY DIAGRAM (p. 42). Although this diagram pertains to the 
United States, it can be adapted to any country with any type of government. 

The ordinance of authority by God applies to every person (Christian or 
non-Christian), every organization (Christian, religious, or non-religious), 
every government entity, and every law that is made. 

This verse also teaches: 


THE RESULTS OF RESISTING GOD 


No one should get the idea that God’s condemnation will only be 
administered when he stands before God. The troubles in our entire world 
exist because people have ignored the plan of God and gone their own way. 
We face difficulties in our lives because someone has brushed off God’s plan 
and substituted his own. God tells us, 


Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man 
sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh 
shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the 
Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not lose 
heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow 
weary. So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith. 
(Galatians 6:7-10) 


Everything in nature reproduces after its kind. Thus every person will 
reap what he sows. 
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DO ALL CIVIL AND 
GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
PROMOTE WHAT IS RIGHT? 


For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. 
Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and 
you will have praise from the same. (Romans 13:3) 


For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. 
(v. 3a) 


Nobody believes that all civil and government leaders promote what is 
right. Ina recent tax ruling, a California judge ruled that filling out an income 
tax return is both voluntary and required. Until the time of this ruling, the 
dictionary had made it clear that “voluntary” and “required” were opposites. 


By the way, since the dictionary still makes this clear, how could a judge 
make sucha ruling? He had to rule this way to get the judgment he wanted. If 
the judge is going to do right, he must determine it is one or the other, but not 
pony (See illustration on opposite page.) 

We may wonder about the origin of the idea that “all civil and 
government leaders promote what is right.” Unfortunately, commentary 
writers and translators have been adding the word “civil” to this passage for 
years. They didn’t stop to determine that the passage meant exactly what it 
says, so on their own they decided it must be a reference to civil authorities, 
added the word and have misled people ever since. Note the paraphrase of 
this verse in The Living Bible. 


For the policeman does not frighten people who are doing right; 
but those doing evil will always fear him. So if you don’t want to be 
afraid, keep the laws and you will get along well. 


We could only wish that the above were true, but common sense and 
practical experience tell us otherwise. Most countries perpetuate more graft, 
bribes, injustice, and evil-doing among civil authorities in one day than the 
most astute attorney could uncover ina lifetime. Furthermore, the crooks in 
many countries are not nearly so afraid as the person trying to do right. 

Can you imagine yourself trying to convince the Christians who were 
thrown to the lions in the Colosseum at Rome, or the early Christians that 
were burned at the stake, that the policeman does not frighten people who 
are doing right? In fact, Romans 13:1-7 in The Living Bible is so far off that it 
becomes blasphemy. But before we criticize Ken Taylor too stringently, let’s 
remember that this is just a paraphrase. I am not aware of the translations 
used as a basis of the paraphrase, but they evidently misled him in this 
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A California judge rules that filling out an income tax return is 
both “voluntary” and “required.” 
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passage. 

Now let’s consider another great work that has committed a gross error 
in translation, The Amplified Bible. Research Secretary Frances E. Siewert is 
undoubtedly an excellent linguist, but in conjunction with incorrect tradition, 
the word “civil” was added, ruining the entire meaning of the passage. 
Probably because this incorrect translation had been repeated so often and 
not enough attention was given to the real meaning, the error was 
perpetrated once again. It is certainly unfortunate that the error was not 
caught and corrected, for the analysis of such a distinguished linguist would 
be more widely received than that of this author. 

Both of the translations cited above offer a strong Biblical text and in 
both instances they have been a significant blessing to me. However, in this 
case, the error must be pointed out for the sake of truth. 

Papers and newscasts are daily filled with accounts of corruption among 
leaders in our own government and other governments of the world. The 
following illustrations will show that government leaders do not always act 
uprightly. 

Less than one month ago at the time of this writing, I personally sat ina 
court room listening to auto accident cases. I was shocked to hear the judge 
announce judgment for the defendant just after the defendant had confessed 
his guilt, agreeing with the testimony of the plaintiff; but the judge ruled in his 
favor anyway. 

Walter E. Williams, economics professor at George Mason University, 
writes an essay which should remove from our minds once and for all that all 
civil and government leaders promote what is right. 


By now most Americans have received their W-2 forms from 
employers and tax forms from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 
Before you read on, pick up your W-2 form and see how much 
you paid in federal income tax and Social Security tax (you'll find 
the Social Security tax listed as F.I.C.A.). 


Don’t think for one minute that the money deducted for Social 
Security is put away for you ina special account. It’s a tax and is 
immediately doled out to somebody else. And if you are under 30 
years old, the odds are you'll pay into Social Security and never 
see a check. 


Now that you see on your W-2 how much you paid in federal 
taxes, let’s see asample of how our money was spent. Since 1979, 
William Winpisinger, avowed socialist and president of the 
International Association of Machinists (IAM), has received 
$1,515,024 of our tax dollars. IAM sponsors activities such as 
“Solidarity Day”, which was a mass attack on Reagan. It supports 
calls for a nuclear freeze and the equal rights amendment (ERA). 
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Whether you are for or against this kind of activity, your earnings 
were used to pay for it. 


Winpisinger’s IAM is not the only union in our pockets. The 
United Auto Workers (UAW) has received $7,092,345 since 1979. 
The American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME) has received $710,866 since 1979; the 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers got $3,707,287 since 
1977; and the United Food and Commercial Workers bagged 
$888,470 since 1981. All this is reported in “Eye on Bureaucracy”, 
a report by the Conservative Caucus in Vienna, VA, whose 
research was based on government documents. 


Marshall Breger, ina Heritage Foundation lecture titled, “Halting 
Taxpayer Subsidy of Partisan Advocacy”, spelled out other ways 
your money is being spent (or misspent). How many times have 
you been to the plush Bethesda Country Club, or for that matter 
any other country club? You say you haven’t? Youcan’t affort it? 
Maybe the reason you can’t is that according to government 
documents, your money goes to pick up the membership tabs of 
representatives of defense contractors, as well as the costs for 
goose hunts in rural Maryland. 


The Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (CETA) was 
sold to us as a program to deal with unemployment, particularly 
among minorities. CETA is just about gone, but let’s look at some 
of the ways it spent your money a few years ago. 


According to the WASHINGTON DATELINE, the Labor 
Department, through its CETA program, gave $41,000 to a 
feminist group to perform, in the nude, the “Leaping Lesbian 
Follies”. The Atlanta CETA paid a Communist $500 a month to 
organize demonstrations and confrontation. Los Angeles CETA 
gave Gay Community Services $640,000 to assist other organiza- 
tions in applying for CETA money... 


This writer can’t recall Thomas Jefferson’s quote verbatim, but in 
essence he said one of the cruelest acts of government behavior is 
to force people to pay for things they detest. Do you agree? 


This article by Mr. Williams is miniscule in comparison to what NBC 


television program 20/20 revealed on 2-21-85 regarding government officials 
and navy contracts to General Dynamics Corporation. However, even the 
millions of dollars confiscated and lavished ona few selfish individuals will be 
small in comparison to what you will be hearing about if we do not begin to 
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fear God and believe His Word. THIS IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
CHRISTIANS. 

Every day we read newspaper and magazine reports which record the 
corruption in our government alone. Yet ours is at least as good as any on 
earth. Just think of it! Can anyone believe that ALL civil and government 
leaders promote what is right? 


ARE GOVERNMENT LAWS ALWAYS 
FOR OUR WELL-BEING? 


“Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and 
you will have praise from the same”. (v. 3b) 


This verse asks, “Do you want to have no fear op AUTHORITY’— 
not rulers. The mistranslations of this passage usually refer to “civil rulers”, 
which is not an accurate rendering of the passage. We may need to fear “civil 
rulers”, but we never have to be afraid of God’s Plan of Authority because we 
will always receive praise from the same if we are in accord with it. In the next 
verse we will note that “IT” refers to God’s Plan of Authority, not rulers. The 
mention of rulers will be dealt with in our next section “God’s Purpose for 
Rulers”. 

We have already illustrated that no one can give credence to the 
concept that “anyone who keeps human government laws will get along 
well”, but additional illustrations will further clarify the point. 

In America Today (Dec. 1984, p. 7), statistics are reported from the New 
England Journal of Medicine: 


“In San Francisco, since the passage of gay rights laws, 
infectious hepatitis A increased 100 percent and infectious 
hepatitis B increased 300 percent. Amoebic colon infection 
increased 2,500 percent. And, of all VD clinic patients, over 70 
percent were homosexual males.” 


These people are keeping the laws that have been passed for them but 
they are not getting along well. In an immoral society, everyone is affected 
adversely by dissolute behavior. 

Most would agree that the Constitution of the United States was 
hammered out by men of integrity. Article I of the First Amendment read, 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the government for a redress of grievances.” In his explanatory notes on this 
article, Philip Dorf says, “The First Amendment guarantees that the federal 
government shall not restrict freedom of worship; and it specifically 
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prohibits Congress (but not the states) from establishing an official, 
government-supported church. The free exercise of any religion by its 
communicants is guaranteed insofar as Congress is concerned, provided 
there is no violation of public morality and decency.” (The Constitution of 
The United States with A Detailed Clause-by-clause Analysis, by Philip Dorf, 
p:.97) 

With this in mind, let us consider what happened in Oceanside, 
California on February 22, 1985. Oceanside is a beach city in California that 
happens to be situated near Camp Pendleton Marine base, which houses an 
estimated thirty thousand marines. Many of the young marines ona weekend 
leave want to live it up, so they go into Oceanside and literally pack the 
streets. A weekend for them may include drinking, drugs, promiscuity, and 
prostitution. A local church whose members love servicemen and want to 
see them get more out of life than transient weekend thrills and lifetime 
disappointment, in obedience to the command of Christ that “You shall be 
My witnesses”, sent out a team of witnesses every Friday evening and 
Sunday afternoon. Evidently local law enforcement officers disagreed with 
their witnessing and asked them to get off the streets. When one individual 
continued to witness, he was given a ticket for loitering. Dear friends, this 
didn’t happen in Communist Russia or China but right here in the good ole 
WSiA: 

This is just the tip of the iceberg. According to Dr. Donald Sills, 
Executive Director of Coalition for Religious Freedom in RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM ALERT, “In 1976 there were 45 cases of government 
litigation against churches, pastors or religious organizations. In 1980, that 
figure increased to 2,100 cases. In 1982, it increased to 4,000 cases. And 
today, in 1985, there are approximately 8,000 cases.” Many government 
bureaucrats are testing the Constitution, and religious freedom is beginning 
to suffer accordingly. In Nebraska, in late August, 1977, before Rev. Everett 
Sileven and Rev. Ed Gilbert opened a Christian School, two representatives 
of the Nebraska Department of Education entered the new building of the 
Faith Baptist Church and met with the two men as they were finishing the 
building. Rev. Sileven explains, 


They handed us two booklets, one entitled RULE 14 and the 
other entitled RULE 21. They asked if we were going to opena 
school and we said yes. When we asked them where they 
received the information regarding our opening of a school (not 
that we cared, but out of curiosity), we were told that the local 
superintendent of schools had notified the state when he received 
our request for transcript transfers. These two men proceeded to 
inform us that we were breaking state law that had already been 
tested in court and that there was no way to win in court. They 
told us that RULE 14 was procedure for getting the school 
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licensed and RULE 21 was procedure for licensing our teachers. 


We informed them that we were achurch and had Constitutional 
rights to be left alone. Also, the parents had Constitutional rights 
to choose the education of their children. The men left, promising 
to see us in court. This is where it all began. 


Since this initial meeting there have been several court cases, padlocking 
of achurch by the sheriff, jailing of the pastor, loss of employment by several 
church families, and costs of over $1,500,000 in litigation borne by the 
sacrifice of a few families. Finally, however, the school and church are open 
again. This small group of American patriots have not only given their 
finances but endured criticism by uninformed Christians to win this case 
against the state of Nebraska. They upheld their constitutional rights and 
struggled against the laws of Nebraska. You see, it is impossible to keep all 
the laws because many of them on the books today are contradictory to the 
Constitution of the United States or other laws. 

Any knowledgeable person knows that criminals often succeed more 
easily in breaking the law than a good person does in keeping it. You are 
certainly aware that if good citizens are sued for some reason, they must pay 
for their defense, yet a criminal’s defense will often be paid by the state? lam 
not suggesting that upright citizens should not keep the law, but I do want to 
show that those who submit to human government laws cannot always be 
assured of justice. 

Clearly, this passage does not refer to all human government rulers or 
human government laws. 
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GOD’S PURPOSE FOR RULERS 


For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. 
Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and 
you will have praise from the same. (Romans 13:3) 


God’s purpose for rulers in the chain of authority is to promote what is 
right. (v. 3) 


For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. 
(v. 3a) 


First we must point out that God is not telling what rulers do but what 
they are supposed to do! Two kinds of rulers are listed in the Bible: righteous 
and wicked. 

The Greek word for “ruler” is Romans 13:3 is “&pxovtec” (archontes), 
meaning “chief magistrate”. Magistrate means judge or ruler, so the passage 
is saying, “The top rulers or judges are not a cause of fear for good behavior, 
but for evil.” This holds true in every case as long as we trace the chain of 
authority all the way back to “the Supreme Authority”, God Himself. God is 
here laying out His plan of authority and explaining how rulers are to work. 
Their responsibility is ALWAYS to stand for good and against evil. 

This is in accord with the instructions God gave for rulers to Moses 
through Jethro, his father-in-law, back when the work load became too 
heavy for Moses. 


And it came about the next day that Moses sat to judge the 
people, and the people stood about Moses from the morning until 
the evening. Now when Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was 
doing for the people, he said, “What is this thing that you are 
doing for the people? Why do you alone sit as judge and all the 
people stand about you from morning until evening?” And Moses 
said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to 
inquire of God. When they have a dispute, it comes to me, and! 
judge between a man and his neighbor, and make known the 
statutes of God and His laws.” And Moses’ father-in-law said to 
him, “The thing that you are doing is not good. You will surely 
wear out, both yourself and these poeple who are with you, for 
the task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone. Now listen 
to me: I shall give you counsel, and God be with you. You be the 
people’s representative before God, and you bring the disputes 
to God, then teach them the statutes and the laws, and make 
known to them the way in which they are to walk, and the work 
they are to do. Furthermore, you shall select out of all the people 
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able men who fear God, men of truth, those who hate dishonest 
gain; and you shall place these over them, as leaders of 
thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of tens. And let them judge 
the people at all times; and let it be that every major dispute they 
will bring to you, but every minor dispute they themselves will 
judge. So it will be easier for you, and they will bear the burden 
with you. If you do this thing and God so commands you, then 
you will be able to endure, and all these people also will go to their 
place in peace.” (Exodus 18:13-23) 


In Deuteronomy 16:18-20, God outlines the roles and procedures of 
judges and rulers. 


You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your town 
which the Lord your God is giving you, according to your tribes, 
and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. You 
shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall not 
take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts 
the words of the righteous. Justice, and only justice, you shall 
pursue, that you may live and possess the land which the Lord 
your God is giving you. 


The Greek word “&pyovrec” (archontes) is used not only for good 
rulers but also for bad. Another Greek word, “koouoxpatwp” (kosmokrator 
meaning “world ruler”) is found in Ephesians 6:12. 


For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the powers, against the world-forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 
heavenly places. 


Here the Scripture tells us not only that wicked rulers exist but that 
wicked forces are driving them on to greater wickedness. 


HOW TO GET GOD’S BLESSING 


Do you want to have no fear of authority? (v. 3b) 


The only way a person can have no fear of authority is to know the 
Supreme Authority mentioned in verse 1. When we accept God’s plan of 
authority, many decisions become automatic. Since God is the Supreme 
Authority, the only criterion used for decisions is whether the authority or 
law is in accord with God’s Word, promoting righteousness. If it is, then it 
serves as authority over us; if it isn’t, it cannot exercise authority over us as 
far as God is concerned. “For there is no authority except from God” (v. 1b). 
Jesus said, 
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And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the 
soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell. (Matthew 10:28) 


Your trust in the Lord eliminates the fear of man. 
Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. (v. 3c) 


God’s entire program is one of righteousness. That is, He represents 
what is right, just, and fair all the time. The beauty of God’s plan of authority is 
that doing good always aligns itself with His plan and brings blessing and 
praise to us if we follow it. We may not be praised by the world, and we may 
even be persecuted, but they can never steal the praise and blessing of God. 

Surely no one needs to be convinced that we receive very little praise 
from civil authorities for doing what is right. In fact, my entire life has been 
involved in seeking righteousness and justice, but I don’t remember a civil 
authority ever praising me for it. Again, this verse is referring to God as the 
Supreme Authority and other authorities under Him in accord with His Word. 
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HAVE GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
HELPED YOU LATELY? 


_.. for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is 
evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it isa 
minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who 
practices evil. (Romans 13:4) 


Some use this verse to affirm that all government leaders, laws, and 
policemen are sent by God to help us. 


... for it is a minister of God to you for good. (v. 4a) 


At the risk of being repetitive, it is important to point out that the “it” in 
verse 4 does not refer to civil or government leaders or laws but to God’s 
arrangement of authority. The verse teaches that God’s authority was 
established to aid us, not that all civil and government leaders, laws, and 
policemen are sent by God to help us. If the latter were true, then many have 
either been mis-sent or never did understand what they were supposed to do. 


DO RULERS CONSISTENTLY 
JUDGE EVIL? 


But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword 
for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings 
wrath upon the one who practices evil. (v. 4b) 


If this passage referred to rulers as ministers of God, then they must in 
every instance work for good and against evil. We would be delighted to find 
this true, but it just isn’t so. Please notice that the verse gives no leeway for 
the “it” to be more good than bad, or mostly good, but EVERY TIME must 
be FOR good and AGAINST evil. Human rulers are just not that way. 
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SOMETHING YOU CAN 
COUNT ON! 


GOD IS 100% 


... foritis a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is 
evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it isa 
minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who 
practices evil. (Romans 13:4) 


God’s plan of authority is always for our good to help us. 
... for it is a minister of God to you for good. (v. 4a) 


“It” appears three times in verse 4, consistently alluding to God’s 
authority structure as established by Him. This authority structure is a 
minister of God to us for good. Thus “it” in verse 4 refers to “authority” in 
verse 3b, not to “rulers” in verse 3a. If it referred to “rulers” in verse 3a, a 
feminine or masculine pronoun (he, she or they) would likely be used, not “it”. 


YOU CAN’T GET AWAY WITH IT! 


But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword 
for nothing, for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings 
wrath upon the one who practices evil. (v. 4b) 


Even though God’s arrangement of authority has been instituted for 
living an exciting, abundant life, it will also be used for judging evil. 

The authority of God will bring judgment now. Most of today’s problems 
are a direct result of judgment for not following God’s arrangement of 
authority. This is true among individuals, countries and organizations. 
THERE IS A PRICE TO PAY FOR NOT FOLLOWING GOD’S 
PLAN. 

Sometimes those who continue to practice evil seem to get along much 
better than those who are fighting for right. Yet the consolation of those who 
follow God’s plan of authority is that they are on the “winning side”. If you are 
a person doing what is evil, not following God’s plan, be afraid, for 


_.. at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are 
in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. (Philippians 2:10,11) 
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IS GOD’S PLAN 
REALLY IMPORTANT? 


Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of 
wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. (Romans 13:5) 


The truth taught to this point clearly shows that all government laws do 
NOT demand our subjection. In addition, adhering to government laws just 
to keep from being punished could be an improper motive and lead to much 
trouble—possibly even evil. For instance, suppose I have a room to rent. The 
laws in some cities insist that I rent to homosexuals and lesbians or other 
sexual deviates if they apply. If | obey the law and rent to them, one of my 
family could contract venereal disease or Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS). Or the influence of deviates on my son or daughter could 
drag them into evil. If you think this is far-fetched, you haven’t done much 
family counselling. 

The passage teaches that we must obey God’s plan of authority to keep 
from being punished and for personal blessing. 


Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, (v. 5a) 


Subjection to what? The Christian is to subject himself to every 
authority that is not in opposition to God’s arrangement of authority. 


... not only because of wrath, (v. 5b) 


Things will get out of order if we go our own way or the way of evil. Over 
and over again the Apostle Paul reminds us that God had leveled judgment 
on the nations because they have forsaken His plan for their own. No nation 
on earth has followed God’s plan throughout history. Could this be because 
not enough people of God were ready to stand up and be counted, willing to 
resist the worldly system? God still promises, 


If |shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if command the 
locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My 
people, and My people who are called by My name humble 
themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:13,14) 


... but also for conscience’ sake. (v. 5c) 


It is wise to follow God’s plan so we can sleep nights. How refreshing to 
know that we are fulfilling His mandates. 
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TAXES: 
TO PAY OR NOT TO PAY 


For because of this you also pay taxes, for “rulers” are servants of 
God, devoting themselves to this very thing. (Romans 13:6) 


A study of various scholars commenting on Romans 13:6,7 suggests by 
their own admission, that they really do not know what Paul is saying in these 
verses. 

The New American Standard Bible, quoted throughout this study, is 
usually quite accurate. However, in this passage it falls short of its normal 
translation integrity. For instance, in the King James Version the word 
“popoc” (phoros) in the New Testament is consistently translated “tribute” 
and should be translated as such here instead of “taxes”. We know this is 
true because in verse 7 the word for “custom” is “réAoc” (telos), translated 
“taxes” many places in the New Testament. For Paul to use both “tribute” 
and “custom” in verse 7 would indicate that he had two different concepts in 
mind. Otherwise he would be repeating himself. Most scholars seem to agree 
that “tribute” is paid to a foreign ruler or conqueror and that “custom” is a 
local tax. It may well be that Paul identifies “tribute” with God’s plan of 
authority, “custom” with a local tax. 

Some take this verse to mean that everyone should pay taxes to 
government workers because they all do God’s work and serve us. 

First, we know this passage does not teach that we are supposed to pay 
taxes to government workers because “government or civil worker” of any 
kind is not mentioned anywhere in this passage in the original Greek. 
Second, “rulers” in verse 6, which does not appear in the original Greek, has 
been added by the translators, distorting the meaning of the passage. 

As we have noted, God is speaking of His arrangement of authority 
throughout this passage. Human government, established by men, would 
include civil workers and rulers as a part of God’s authority as long as they 
worked and ruled in harmony with God’s plan. 


(See illustration on following page.) 


But let’s assume that this passage does refer to “government workers or 
rulers”. Then the passage would be lumping all rulers together, declaring that 
they are all ministers of God devoting themselves to promoting the 
righteousness of God. It makes no exceptions. We know however, that the 
majority of rulers throughout history have promoted evil rather than good, 
which is why God needs Christians to be the “salt of the earth”, checking evil 
and preserving good. 
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Try to convince Daniel that all government workers 
work and rule in harmony with God’s plan 


World Book Encyclopedia states, 


Many of the great empires of the East and West were tyrannies, 
or despotisms. The emperor, king, or potentate was authoritarian 
in character. This means that he took upon himself the right to 
rule; his authority was not a grant of powers from the people. 


Dictatorships of our own times have much in common with the 
tyrannies of the ancient world. All tyranny is basically the same, 
whether it is called dictatorship, despotism, absolute monarchy, 
authoritarianism, racial state, fascism, corporate state, nazism, 
bolshevism, sovietism, communism, or by any other name. In 
their disregard of the rights of citizens and their contempt for 
human life, there is little difference among Nero, Ivan the Terrible, 
Genghis Khan, Mussolini, Hitler, Lenin, Stalin, Peron, Tito, Mao 
Tse-tung, and Malenkov. All these dictators trampled on the 
liberties of the people, resorted to violence and torture, and 
seized the power to govern. They all used murder and treachery 
as means of grasping authority. 


In the Soviet Union and its satellites, the communist rulers have 
assassinated political enemies and forced free men to become 
slave laborers. 


THEY ALL DO GOD’S WORK AND SERVE THE 
INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN? NOTHING COULD BE FURTHER 
FROM THE TRUTH. 

For further discussion of this, let’s proceed to the next chapter. 


fis) 


TAXES: YOU DECIDE 


For because of this you also pay taxes, for “rulers” are servants of 
God, devoting themselves to.this very thing. (Romans 13:6) 


To determine how Romans 13:6 should be translated, review the 
previous chapter. 

This verse teaches that we are to pay tribute gladly to those who are 
serving God, upholding His plan of authority. 

“For because of this”: what does “this” refer to? It alludes to the “it” 
(God’s Plan of Authority) in verse 4 and the fact that this plan was instituted 
by God to be a minister of God to us for good. Therefore, “you also pay 
tribute”. Here is a better translation of the original Greek text: “Because of 
God’s plan of authority, you pay tribute to those servants of God who are 
devoting themselves continually to His plan.” 

The problem with the traditional version of Romans 13:6 is that the Bible 
nowhere teaches that Christian people are to pay taxes or support rulers or 
laws that foster ungodliness. It was a central issue in Jesus’ day and before, 
and God’s teaching has been the same since the beginning of time. Other 
Scriptural passages relating to this subject will be considered in the chapter 
entitled “JESUS SAYS, PAY NO TAXES TO CAESAR”. 

As noted before, “rulers” (as quoted above in verse 6) has been added 
by the translators and is not in the original Greek text. A better translation 
reads, “For servants of God are devoting themselves continually to His 
plan.” Why this variant reading? 


1. “Rulers” does not appear in the original Greek text. 

2. The passage is a false statement if it refers to all rulers, which this 
translation seems to do. 

3. It is the responsibility of the servants of God to devote themselves to the 
enforcement of God’s Plan of Authority. 

4. This translation harmonizes with the rest of Romans 13 and Scripture asa 
whole. 


Dr. Vernon C. Grounds reminds us that we owe the state the duty of 
honor, prayer, support, service, and obedience. Then he adds, 


But notice also the limits of civil obedience. It is by no means 
unqualified. What if the state does not fulfill its function? What if, 
instead of beinga minister of God, it becomes unmistakably a tool 
of the devil? What if, as John pictures a tyrannical government in 
Revelation 13-18, it degenerates into a monstrous beast, energized 
by demonic powers? What if it punishes good and rewards evil? 
What if it enslaves conscience? Suppose it idolatrously puts itself 
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in the place of God. And the apostolic picture of idolatrous 
totalitarianism is relevant in our century when Nazism and 
Communism, to say nothing of nationalism, have demanded 
unqualified allegiance. What then? Obedience must stop when- 
ever the edicts of the state conflict with the supreme duty of 
rendering to God the things which are God’s. Our final allegiance 
is to our Creator; every secular loyalty must be subordinate to 
that (Exodus 20:3; Daniel 3:8-28; Acts 4:19; 5:29). But precisely 
how shall a Christian register his disapproval of constituted 
authority? By passive disobedience (I Peter 2:19), by acts of 
nonviolence, or by even bloody revolution? 


However these problems may be resolved, a Christian is 
obviously very much enmeshed in the structures of his society. 
He can no more escape participation in politics than he can divest 
himself of his own epidermis. (Evangelicalism and Social 
Responsibility, pp. 24, 25) 
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TAXES: YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 


Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to 
whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 
(Romans 13:7) 


Again, in this verse the Greek work used is “tribute”, not tax. The verse 
does not teach that Christians are to give tribute, custom, fear, and honor to 
all government workers. 

We must remember there is no allusion to government workers in this 
passage. It refers to AUTHORITIES; any time the concept of government 
is added, it shifts the idea from God’s arrangement of authority to man’s plan 
of human government, which was never intended. 

Neither does this verse teach that Christians are to give to everyone 
who asks. “Render to all what is due them.” One of the blessings we have 
been able to enjoy in this country is individual giving as a personal matter. But 
this blessing may turn to a curse if the individual gives to some person or 
organization promoting unrighteousness without knowing where his con- 
tribution is going. 

With the privilege of giving comes the responsibility of knowledgeable 
giving. You see, we are “to give to all what is due them”. God wants us to 
support those causes that promote His plan of righteousness throughout the 
world. THIS VERSE DOES NOT TEACH THAT WE ARE TO 
GIVE TO EVERY CAUSE. NOTHING IS DUE ANYONE WHO 
IS WORKING IN OPPOSITION TO GOD AND HIS ARRANGE- 
MENT OF AUTHORITY. 

Romans 13:7 is simply teaching that tribute is a demanding responsibility, 
and the Christian is to honor and support all who uphold God’s plan of 
authority. 

One reason for so much crime, drugs, alcohol, and immorality in our day 
is that Christians have not been careful to verify that their gifts support those 
upholding God’s plan of authority. In addition, the Christian has allowed 
human government to take his money from him and disperse it to whomever 
the government wants to have it. Often this money is spent in ways that are 
contrary to God’s plan and His Word. God never intended that welfare and 
old age benefits become a program of government, taken out of the family 
and the church. 

Even many churches and Bible teaching organizations have been misled 
in this passage of Scripture. Therefore, many Christians are not aware of 
their wrong doing because they are doing what they were taught. 

However, it is my prayer that millions of Christians across this country 
will heed the teaching of this passage and begin to take measures to restore 
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our country to the principles upon which it was founded. CHRISTIANS, 
WE ARE OBLIGED TO SEE THAT THIS HAPPENS. If the ungodly 
of our present generation take over, it will be our fault. 

EVERY DECISION TO GIVE SHOULD BE DETERMINED 
BY WHETHER THE RECIPIENT IS UPHOLDING GOD’S PLAN. 

Paul used the words “tribute” and “custom” in this passage. Since the 
word “tax” and “custom” are used interchangeably in the Scriptures, he 
must have recognized some difference in “tribute” and “tax”, for he would 
not have used the two words in the same verse meaning the same thing. The 
Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Ed. Gerhard Kittel and 
Gerhard Friedrick, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromily, Volume 9, pages 80 and 81) 
suggests the following: 


In the New Testament, we find “@dpoc” or “pdpor” (tribute) 
alongside “téAoc¢” (custom) Romans 13:6f. In Luke 20:22; 23:2 it 
is a substitute for the Latin loan word “«kjvaoc” Mark 12:14 and 
par. In agreement with contemporary usage “popoc/popo!” 
(tribute) means in all the references ‘tribute’ paid to a foreign 
ruler, whether as ‘land tax’ or ‘pol-tax’. I differs from “TEA”, .e., 
the ’tolls’, ‘use-taxes’, ‘custom dues’ and ‘business taxes’ which 
either native authorities or an alien power, in this case the 
Roman emperor, might exact. 


So evidently Paul’s word for tribute refers to payment given to a foreign 
ruler and custom is to a native or local authority. 

Paul’s next phrase, “fear to whom fear”, is avery exciting study in itself. 
Thirty-five (35) times Scripture refers to the “fear of man”. “Fear of God” is 
mentioned one hundred sixty (160) times. These references teach that we 
are to respect, reverence, and honor God, having no fear of man. Eighty (80) 
times man is told not to fear, referring to fears that should not distress anyone 
who trusts in God. The Bible lists the following that we SHOULD NOT 
fear: 


1. Man (Matthew 10:26-31; Ezekiel 3:9) 

2. False gods (Judges 6:10; I Samuel 17:36) 
3. Reproach of men (Isaiah 51:7) 

4. Sudden fear (Proverbs 3:25) 

5. Persecutions (Revelation 2:10) 


The Bible also teaches us that we SHOULD fear: 


. God (Matthew 10:28; Luke 12:5) 

. God’s name (Psalms 86:11; 102:15) 
. Parents (Leviticus 19:3) 

. Hell (Proverbs 1:26-29) 

. Evil (Proverbs 1:33) 


np WHY 


the 


SE SS SS ee 


Every time the Apostle Paul uses the word “fear” in his writings, he 
appears to have the above Biblical teaching in mind, and his use of the word is 
consistent with this teaching. Romans 13:7 is no exception. Therefore, “fear 
to whom fear’ is a direct reference to fearing the Lord, and “honor to whom 
honor” refers to both God and man. It cannot be separated from verse 8, 
“owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his 
neighbor has fulfilled the law”, which repeats the admonition of verse 7 in 
negative form. 

Since our study deals mainly with the “authority” in verses 1-7, we will 
not continue to deal with verses 8-14 in any depth. Even though this passage 
is often divided into three subjects, it really cannot be accurately divided as 
such. By taking the entire chapter as one subject, The Theological Dictionary 
of the New Testament (Vol. 9, page 83) says, 


A wrong overstressing of the duty to pay taxes within the total 
exhortation is thus avoided and a more precise definition of its 
place is given alongside the other and undoubtedly more 
important obligations of the Christian, namely, the showing of 
—“poBoc”, “tin”, (fear, honor), (—VIII, 174, 18ff.), and finally 
of “ayamn” (love without expecting anything in return) (—I, 51, 
11ff.). Furthermore, there is no more need to restrict the 
“ar@a1v” (everyone, all) of v. 7, or the showing of “@dBoc” and 
“rin”, (fear and honor) to the “2Equolal” and “ApXOVTES”, 
(authority and ruler) which has always caused difficulty through 
a wrong relating to v.3 and comparison with | Peter 2:17. This 
interpretation of the text is not without importance when the 
character and origin of the attitude to the state in this whole 
section are under discussion, although we cannot go into this 
here. The duty of obedience to the state takes its place quite 
naturally in the obligations of the Christian to all men and finally 
in the duty of “&AAnAouc ayamGv” (love one another with 
God’s love). 


We cannot fulfill our duty as Christians without love, and we cannot 
really love and permit wrong to individuals from other persons or from the 
state. The only debt we can never pay, no matter how much we have of this 
world’s goods, is our debt of love to man! 

Yes, we are accountable to God for these truths taught in Romans 13. 
May God help us to make them priority living in our own lives and teach them 
diligently to others. 


80 


JESUS SAYS, 
“PAY NO TAXES TO CAESAR” 


MATTHEW 22:15-22 


Then the Pharisees went and counseled together how they might 
trap Him in what He said. And they sent their disciples to Him, 
along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You 
are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no 
one; for you are not partial to any. Tell us therefore, what do You 
think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus 
perceived their malice, and said, “Why are you testing Me, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the poll-tax.” And they 
brought Him a denarius. And He said to them, “Whose likeness 
and inscription is this?” They said to Him “Caesar’s.” Then He 
said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s; and to God the things that are Goa’s.” And hearing 
this, they marveled, and leaving Him, they went away. 


MARK 12:13-17 


And they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Him, in 
order to trap Him ina statement. And they came and said to Him, 
“Teacher, we know that You are truthful, and defer to no one; 
for you are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth. 
Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax to Caesar, or not? Shall we pay, or 
shall we not pay?” But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, 
“Why are you testing Me? Bring Me a denarius to look at.” And 
they brought one. And He said to them, “Whose likeness and 
inscription is this?” And they said to Him, “Caesar’s.” And Jesus 
said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, 
and to God the things that are Goa’s.” And they were amazed at 
Him. 


LUKE 20:19-26 


And the scribes and the chief priests tried to lay hands on Him 
that very hour, and they feared the people; for they understood 
that He spoke this parable against them. And they watched Him, 
and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, in order that they 
might catch Him in some statement, so as to deliver Him up to the 
rule and the authority of the governor. And they questioned Him, 
saying, “Teacher, we know that You speak and teach correctly, 
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and You are not partial to any, but teach the way of Godin truth. 
Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But He detected 
their trickery and said to them, “Show Me a denarius. Whose 
head and inscription does it have?” And they said, “Caesar’s.” 
And He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were 
unable to catch Him ina saying in the presence of the people; and 
marveling at His answer, they became silent. 


All of the above parallel passages deal with the same incident. THESE 
MAY BE THE MOST MISUNDERSTOOD PASSAGES IN THE 
ENTIRE BIBLE. Yet Jesus’ statements were quite clear, and those who 
were present seemed to understand what He said. 

Let’s begin by reviewing the setting of these passages. The scribes, chief 
priests, Herodians, Zealots, spies, and others who might be able to find fault 
with Jesus in some way were enlisted to entrap Him. 

No one knows how long they had conspired to come up with the $64,000 
question, but we can rest assured that they thought they had formulated one 
that would accomplish their purpose. They must have decided very carefully 
who should ask the question and just how it should be framed. Notice the 
build-up they gave Jesus as they laid the groundwork for the question. The 
entire affair was a carefully laid trap. 

Now notice the question. “Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not?” The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, (Ed. Gerhard Kittel 
and Gerhard Friedrick, trans. Geoffrey W. Bromily, Volume 9, page 81) 
states, 


This incident simply serves to bring the problem into focus along 
with the dilemma for Jesus. Jesus’ answer can hardly be regarded 
as ajudgment in the historically posed alternative between Zealot 
rejection and Pharisaic acceptance of the obligation to pay taxes. 
One certainly cannot regard Jesus as a champion of the Pharisaic 
solution of the problem. Rather His answer lifts the problem on to 
another plan. It abandons to the earthly ruler the restricted claim 
of God to possession of this specific land and people with its 
politico-legal consequences in the Jewish sense (—II, 387, 32 ff.), 
but then it immediately raises it again in a non-restricted sense. 
This means in practice that Jesus’ answer transcends the 
question of the imperial tax as such by alluding to the universality 
of God’s claim to dominion. In its enigmatic brevity it offers no 
basis for answering the question how this claim is to be realized 
and how the “@dpoc” (phoros - tribute or tax) problem will finally 

be solved. The fact that the answer is anchored in the eschato- 
logical fulfilment of the kingdom of God and the decision of the 
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individual Christian standing responsibly before God means that 
more is involved than the specific content of the saying. In this 
regard, it leaves the question open. 


In a footnote, Schweizer is also quoted as saying, (Cf. Schweizer, op. cit. 
(—n. 15) on Mark 12:17) “Thus Jesus does not anticipate man’s answer in 
this practical decision but sets him before God, before whom alone he must 
find and return his Yes or No ina given case.” 

The above references are considered to be the most extensive and latest 
authoritative research done on these passages. Therefore, in regard to the 
question we see that: 


1. The question was asked as a wicked trap for Jesus. 

2. Jesus perceived the trap. He knew the Zealots in the crowd rejected the 
payment of the tax, whereas the Pharisees in the crowd accepted it as 
their obligation to pay. 

3. Jesus did not support the Pharasaic acceptance of the obligation to pay 
taxes, but pointed to the universality of God’s claim to dominion. 

4. Jesus probably did not answer the question at all. He simply made the 
point that the answer becomes the decision of the individual Christian 
standing responsibly before God. 


Most Christians, possibly because of the false teaching of Romans 13, 
believe that when Jesus said, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s,” that He was directing Christians to 
pay taxes and obey the laws even if they supported unrighteousness. To 
continue to show that this is not the case, let’s consider the passage in Luke 
23:1-4. 


Then the whole body of them arose and brought Him before 
Pilate. And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this 
man misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to 
Caesar, and saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.” And Pilate 
asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” And He 
answered him and said, “Jt is as you say.” And Pilate said to the 
chief priests and the multitudes, “I find no guilt in this man.” 


(See illustration on following page.) 


Of what did the whole body of people accuse Him? “We found this man 
misleading our nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that 
He Himself is Christ, a King” (v. 2). Isn’t it interesting that all these people 
interpreted Jesus as objecting to payment of taxes to Caesar, whereas the 
bulk of the Christian world today has been taught that Jesus, in this verse, 
commanded us to pay taxes? The real facts suggest that He did neither. 

We did not know for sure if Jesus, according to their first claim, forbade 
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Jesus brought before Pilate — “We found this man misleading our 
nation and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He 
Himself is Christ, a King”. 
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them to pay taxes to Caesar, but we do know that he upheld the second 
claim, that “He Himself is Christ, a King,” which is the only one Pilate asked 
Him about. After their questioning, both Pilate and Herod, found no guilt in 
Him. Although we have already indicated that Jesus never seemed to commit 
Himself either way regarding taxes, this passage suggests that if He ever did, 
it is more probable that He found it unnecessary to pay taxes to Caesar. At 
least we know that was the accusation taken to Pilate. 
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DID JESUS PAY TAX? 


And when they had come to Capernaum, those who collected the 
two-drachma tax came to Peter, and said, “Does your teacher 
not pay the two-drachma tax?” He said, “Yes.” And when he 
came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do 
you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth collect 
customs or poll-tax, from their sons or from strangers?” And 
upon his saying, “From strangers,” Jesus said to him, “Con- 
sequently the sons are exempt. But, lest we give them offense, go 
to the sea, and throw ina hook, and take the first fish that comes 
up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a stater; take that 
and give it to them for you and Me.” (Matthew 17:24-27) 


There is no indication in Scripture that Jesus ever paid taxes to Caesar 
or taught anyone else to do so. 


In this passage Christ was not referring to a civil or government tax but a 
temple tax, instituted in the Old Testament (Exodus 30:11-16). 


The Lord also spoke to Moses, saying, “When you take a census 
of the sons of Israel to number them, then each one of them shall 
give a ransom for himself to the Lord, when you number them, 
that there may be no plague among them when you number 
them. This is what everyone who is numbered shall give: half a 
shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is 
twenty gerahs), half a shekel as a contribution to the Lord. 
Everyone who is numbered, from twenty years old and over, 
shall give the contribution to the Lord. The rich shall not pay 
more, and the poor shall not pay less than the half shekel, when 
you give the contribution to the Lord to make atonement for 
yourselves. And you shall take the atonement money from the 
sons of Israel, and shall give it for the service of the tent of 
meeting, that it may be a memorial for the sons of Israel before 
the Lord, to make atonement for yourselves.” 


This, then, was a tax not in opposition to the Word of God but 
established by God Himself. Jesus’ conversation with Peter illustrates why 
He would not need to pay this tax. G. Campbell Morgan in his commentary 
on Matthew says, 


He appeals to the way of the kings of the earth, which is, to take 
tribute of strangers, of the subjects of their kingdom, or 
foreigners that deal with them, but not of their families; there is 
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such a community of goods between parents and children, anda 
joint-interest in what they have, that it would be absurd for the 
parents to levy taxes upon the children, or demand any things 
from them; it is like one hand taxing the other. 


As God’s Son, Jesus wasn’t required to pay the tax. Yet Jesus said, 
“Lest we give them offense, go to the sea, and throw ina hook, and take the 
first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a stater; 
take that and give it to them for you and Me.” 

Because this tax was established by God and in accordance with His 
Word, Jesus was quick to serve as an example to us to pay such a tax. BE 
ASSURED, THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT CHRISTIANS ARE 
TO OBEY ALL AUTHORITIES AND LAWS THAT ARE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH GOD AND HIS WORD! 
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DOES THE BIBLE SAY 
“OBEY ALL GOVERNMENT 
LEADERS”? 


TITUS 3:1,2 


Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be 
uncontentious, gentle, showing every consideration for all men. 


This passage in Titus consists of two very important parts. First, we are 
admonished to be subject and obedient to rulers and authorities; second, we 
are instructed to administer the Christian graces to all people. Both aspects 
of the passage are inseparably tied together. You see, it is assumed that the 
ruler or authority is promoting a proper program. It says nothing of 
participating in or supporting any person, authority, or activity that furthers 
the cause of unrighteousness. The same is true in I Peter 2:13-17. 


I PETER 2:13-17 


Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution: 
whether to a king as the one in authority; or to governors as sent 
by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those 
who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you 
may silence the ignorance of foolish men. Act as free men, and do 
not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as 
bondslaves of God. Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear 
God, honor the king. 


All accurate Scriptural interpretation requires consideration of the 
context as well as the text. For example, Psalm 53:1 states, “There is no 
God.” However, preceding that statement is the phrase, “The fool has said in 
his heart.” We can readily see that a consideration of the entire text 
completely reverses the meaning. In I Peter 2, verses 13 and 14 are often 
quoted, “Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution: 
whether to a king as the one in authority; or to governors as sent by him”, for 
the purpose of showing that Christians should obey all government laws and 
leaders. Certainly this appears to be the case until we continue with the 
passage, “for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do 
right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the 
ignorance of foolish men.” When we view the entire passage, we conclude 
that we are to submit ourselves to every government and leader who is 
punishing evildoers and praising those who do right. 
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Notice that we submit ourselves “for the Lord’s sake”, not for that of 
unrighteousness. Also note what the one sent is to be doing: “for the 
punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.’ Then the 
passage distinctly clarifies the will of God, “that by doing right you may 
silence the ignorance of foolish men.” Certainly there is no problem in 
submitting to every human institution and those in authority when they are 
doing that which is right. 

Regarding this passage Francis A. Schaeffer (“A Christian Mani- 
festo”, pg. 92) affirms, 


Peter says here that civil authority is to be honored and that God 
is to be feared. The state, as he defines it, is to punish those who 
do wrong and commend those who do right. If this is not so, then 
the whole structure falls apart. Clearly, the state is to be a 
ministry of justice. ...But what is to be done when the state does 
that which violates its legitimate function? The early Christians 
died because they would not obey the state in a civil matter. 


Following this, God gives acommand to the Christian that should catch 
the attention of each of us, especially those of us who live ina country that is 
more free than many. 


Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for 
evil, but use it as bondslaves of God (v. 16). 


The Christian is free to ignore evil, protest it, resist it, or concur with it. 
But God specifically tells us not to use our “freedom as a covering for evil.” 
Sad to say, a large majority of Christians in America are doing just that. 

Because we have been wrongly taught that we are to obey authorities 
whether they are good or not, instead of being “the salt of the earth,” we have 
allowed disgrace and disrepute to flourish in our country. God has been cast 
aside, and secular humanism has become the order of the day. Now our 
nation resembles Israel when God said of them, 


“Has a nation changed gods, when they were not gods. But My 
people have changed their glory for that which does not profit. Be 
appalled, O heavens, at this, and shudder, be very desolate,” 
declares the Lord. “For My people have commited two evils: they 
have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, to hew for 
themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” 
(Jeremiah 2:11-13) 
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WHAT SHOULD 
CHRISTIANS DO? 


The words, penned by William P. Merrill in the hymn “RISE UP, O 
MEN OF GOD”, expresses the first step Christians should take. 


Rise up, O men of God! 
Have done with lesser things; 

Give heart and soul and mind and strength 
To serve the King of kings. 


Rise up, O men of God! 
His kingdom tarries long; 
Bring in the day of brotherhood 
And end the night of wrong. 


Rise up, O men of God! 
The Church for you doth wait, 
Her strength unequal to her task: 
Rise up and make her great. 


Lift high the cross of Christ, 

Tread where His feet have trod; 
As brothers of the Son of man, 

Rise up, O men of God! 


But be assured that when we stand up for God, the world will level all 
kinds of accusations. Even uninformed Christians may deem it their 
intellectual responsibility to criticize those who rise up to serve the King of 
kings. 

Throughout His Word, God certainly makes it clear what Christians 
should do to follow Him. In Exodus 23:2,24,25,32,33 we encounter God’s 
unmistakable plan. 


You shall not follow a multitude in doing evil, nor shall you testify 
ina dispute so as to turn aside after a multitude in order to pervert 
justice; you shall not worship their gods, nor serve them, nor do 
according to their deeds; but you shall utterly overthrow them, 
and break their sacred pillars in pieces. But you shall serve the 
Lord your God, and He will bless your bread and water; and] will 
remove sickness from your midst. You shall make no covenant 
with them or with their gods. They shall not live in your land, lest 
they make you sin against Me; for if you serve their gods, it will 
surely be a snare to you. 
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The Christian’s second action is to rise up and make Jesus Christ 
‘berde 

Dr. Everett Sileven, a pastor who was jailed for practicing his faith, 
writes in his book TheStory of America’s First Padlocked Church, 


While I was in jail, God taught me this principle on the Lordship of 
Christ. I believe that basically anything which prevents us from 
doing what we believe God wants us to do is denial of the 
Lordship of Christ. ...For instance, teenagers are hindered most 
in their service and Lordship of Christ simply by peer pressure. 
...Preachers are just as guilty. Many of them look to some 
personality to decide for them what they should do. Finances, as 
well as peer pressure, are also an interference with the Lordship 
of Christ. 


Churches go to the state to seek protection against law suits by 
incorporating. This denies the Lordship of Christ. Church 
schools go to the state for certification and accreditation of their 
schools, their teachers and curriculum. This, too, denies the 
Lordship of Christ. Many schools are hung up on sports 
programs and cannot enforce their rules or excellent academic 
standards because their best players might have to be put off the 
team. The team would then lose and the parents would be upset, 
so that becomes a hindrance to the Lordship of Christ. Many 
people are tied to their conveniences and their possessions. 
Many are tied to their honor and their esteem and their own glory. 
They will not do the things they should do because it would bring 
a bad name or inconvenience upon themselves. Therefore, their 
own esteem and self ego becomes their Lord, and not Jesus 
Christ. 


The Christian’s third responsibility is to recognize the problem. What is 
the problem? THE BUREAUCRATIC LEADERS IN OUR NATION 
TODAY NO LONGER RECOGNIZE A GOD ABOVE THEM. 
Judges repeatedly rule against God’s Word, the Constitution, justice, and 
morality. We must never forget God’s admonition to His people ina situation 
similar to ours through the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 5:29-6:1): 


“Shall I not punish these people?”’declares the Lord, “Ona nation 
such as this shall I not avenge Myself?” 


An appalling and horrible thing has happened in the land: The 
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule on their own 
authority; and My people love it so! But what will you do at the 
end of it? 
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Flee for safety, O sons of Benjamin, from the midst of Jerusalem! 
Now blow a trumpet in Tekoa, and raise a signal over Beth- 
hakkerem; for evil looks down from the north, and a great 
destruction. 


That reflects the problem of the pastor who is so comfortable in his 
church that he doesn’t want to disturb the church with truth. Pastors have 
spent so much time teaching people how to live within the framework of 
government that they have forgotten to admonish them to live for God no 
matter what the cost. In addition, Christian people spend so much time now 
working for the government to support a godless, bankrupt, socialistic 
system that they don’t have time or occasion to take care of welfare as God 
intended. Unfortunately, government schools have taught that government 
should control and regulate everything in the system, thereby becoming god 
on earth. 


The Christian’s fourth responsibility is to gladly serve on the jury and 
teach others to do the same. The jury system was established in our country 
to protect the people from tyrannical government. A juror has more power 
than the law or the judge and every Christian should exercise this privilege as 
often as possible to stand for God and righteousness. STAND FOR GOD 
NO MATTER WHAT THE COST. In this so-called “Christian nation” 
we will find, as Daniel did, that the price we pay may be high. Unless 
Christians rededicate themselves to God and revolt against injustice and 
immorality, we are likely to face rampant crime, immorality, and government 
persecution of those who stand for right. However, the price for not 
confronting evil will be the complete loss of the freedom our forefathers died 
to insure. Man’s solutions, whatever they are, will not work; only God’s 
solution is adequate for our needs. 


WHERE ARE TODAY’S DANIELS? Christian, I beg of you, bea 
Daniel and follow the Lord, NO MATTER WHAT THE COST! 


God promises, 


Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom He 
has chosen for His own inheritance. (Psalm 33:12) 


The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and 
rescues them. O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed 
is the man who takes refuge in Him! O fear the Lord, you His 
saints; for to those who fear Him, there is no want. The young 
lions do lack and suffer hunger; but they who seek the Lord shall 
not be in want of any good thing. (Psalm 34:7-10) 
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 


(Unanimously Adopted in Congress, July 4, 1776, at Philadelphia) 


When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with 
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and 
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitles them, 
a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare 
the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure 
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People 
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath 
shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer while evils are sufferable, 
than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and 
to provide new Guards for their future security. Such has been the patient 
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains 
them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the 
present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, 
all having a direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary 
for the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing 
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be 
obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to 
them. 

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large 
districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of 
Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable 
to tyrants only. 
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He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfort- 
able, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole 
purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with 
manly firmness his invasion on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for along time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to 
be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have 
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the 
meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and 
convulsions within. 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for that 
purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to 
pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions 
of new Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent 
to laws for establishing Judiciary Powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their 
offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of 
Officers to harass our people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the 
Consent of our Legislature. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the 
Civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their 
Acts of pretended Legislation: 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders 
which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

For depriving us in many cases of the benefits of Trial by jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offenses: 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighboring 
Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its 
Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for 
introducing the same absolute rules into these Colonies: 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and 
altering fundamentally the Forms of our Government: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested 
with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection 
and waging War against us. 


94 


He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and 
destroyed the lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to 
complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with 
circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most 
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow-Citizens taken captive on the high Seas to 
bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends 
and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored 
to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, 
whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in 
the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by 
repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have 
warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an 
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circum- 
stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their 
native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our 
common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably 
interrupt our connections and correspondence. They, too, have been deaf to 
the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in 
the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold 
the rest of mankind; Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

WE THEREFORE, the Representatives of the United States of America, 
in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the 
world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by authority of 
the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these 
United Colonies, are and of Right ought to be free and independent States; 
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all 
political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is and ought 
to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have 
full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliance, establish 
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States 
may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance 
on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our 


Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor. 
JOHN HANCOCK 
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- THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE UNITED STATES 


We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect 
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of 
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America. 


Article I. 

Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a 
Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and 
the Electors in each State shall have [the] Qualifications requisite for Electors 
of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the 
Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United 
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in 
which he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be included within this Union, according to their 
respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole 
Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of 
Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The 
actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of 
the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten 
Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of 
Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty? Thousand, but each 
State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration 
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, 
Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Con- 
necticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware 
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and 
Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the 
Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such 
Vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other 
Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 
Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; 
and each Senator shall have one Vote. 
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Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first 
Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The 
Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of 
the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, 
and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third 
may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, 
or otherwise, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive 
thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the 
Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of 
thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who 
shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that State for which he shall be 
chosen. 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, 
but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro 
tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the 
Office of President of the United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When 
sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the 
President of the United States [is tried,] the Chief Justice shall preside: And 
no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the 
members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend futher than to 
removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of 
honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall 
nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and 
Punishment, according to Law. 

Section 4. The Times, Places and manner of holding Election for 
Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the 
Legislature therof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter 
such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such 
Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law 
appoint a different Day. 

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and 
Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a 
Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, 
and may be authorized to compell the Attendance of absent Members, in 
such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide. 

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its 
Members for disorderly Behavior, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, 
expel a Member. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to 
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time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment 
require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the members of either House on 
any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on 
the Journal. 

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the 
Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other 
Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensa- 
tion for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury 
of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and 
Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the 
Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the 
same; and for any Speech of Debate in either House, they shall not be 
questioned in any other Place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was 
elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United 
States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have 
been encreased during such time; and no Person holding any Office under 
the United States, shall be aMember of either House during his Continuance 
in Office. 

Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of 
Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments 
as on other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the 
United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with 
his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter 
the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after 
such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it 
shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it 
shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it 
shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be 
determined by Yeas and Nays, and the names of the Persons voting for and 
against the Bill shall be entered on the journal of each House respectively. If 
any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law 
in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their 
Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law. 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a 
question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United 
States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or 
being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and 
house of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed 
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in the Case of a Bill. 

Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, 
Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and Provide for the common 
Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts 
and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several 
States, and with the Indian Tribes; 

To establish an uniform Rule of naturalization, and uniform Laws on the 
subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix 
the Standard of Weights and Measures; 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and 
current Coin of the United States. 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for 
limited Time to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective 
Writings and Discoveries; 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, 
and Offenses against the Law of Nations; 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules 
concerning Captures on Land and Water; 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that 
Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years; 

To provide and maintain a Navy; 

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval 
forces; 

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, 
suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for 
governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United 
States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, 
and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed 
by Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such 
District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by cession of Particular 
States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places 
purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same 
shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-yards, and 
other needful Buildings; — And 

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
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Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department 
or Officer thereof. 

Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the 
States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the 
Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax 
or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for 
each Person. . 

The privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless 
when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to 
the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or 
Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels 
bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in 
another. 

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of 
Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the 
Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time 
to time. 

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States; Andno Person 
holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent 
of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any 
kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State. 

Section 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confedera- 
tion; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; 
make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass 
any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of 
Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 

No State shall, without the Consent of [the] Congress, lay any Imposts 
or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary 
for executing inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, 
laid by any State on Import or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of 
the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and 
Control of [the] Congress. 

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of 
Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any 
Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or 
engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will 
not admit of delay. 


Article II. 
Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the 
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United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four 
Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be 
elected, as follows 

Each State shall appont, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may 
direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and 
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no 
Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit 
under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for 
two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same 
State with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, 
and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, 
and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, 
directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in 
the Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the 
Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having the 
greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a 
Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more 
than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then 
the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them 
for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on 
the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in 
chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation 
from each State having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a 
Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the 
States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the 
President, the Person having the Greatest Number of Votes of the Electors 
shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have 
equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President. 

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the 
Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same 
throughout the United States. 

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United 
States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the 
Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who 
shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen 
Years a Resident within the United States. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, 
Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said 
Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may 
by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, 
both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall then 
act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be 
removed, or a President shall be elected. 


103 


ee 


The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a 
Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the 
Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within 
that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following 
Oath or Affirmation: —“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my 
Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.” 

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called 
into the actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in 
writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon 
any Subject relating to the duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have 
Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United 
States, except in Cases of Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, 
to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur, and he 
shall nominate, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the 
Supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose 
Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be 
established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of 
such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the 
Courts of Law, or in the heads of Departments. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen 
during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire 
at the End of their next Session. 

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of 
the State of the Union, and recommend to their consideration such 
Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraor- 
dinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of 
Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he 
may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive 
Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be 
faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of the United 
States. 

Section 4. The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the 
United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and 
Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 


Article III. 

Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one 
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time 
to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior 
Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated 
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Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be 
diminished during their Continuance in Office. 

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and 
Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and 
Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;—to all Cases 
affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;—to all Cases of 
admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction; —to Controversies to which the United 
States shall be a party; to Controversies between two or more States;— 
between a State and Citizens of another State;—between Citizens of 
different States, —between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under 
Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and 
foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls,’ 
and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have 
original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme 
Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such 
Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. 

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by 
Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall 
have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial 
shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may, by Law, have directed. 

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in 
levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid 
and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the 
Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open 
Court. 

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, 
but no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, of Forfeiture 
except during the Life of the Person attained. 


Article IV. 

Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the Public 
Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the 
Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, 
Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. 

Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and 
Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, 
who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand 
of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to 
be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. 

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or 
Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be 
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delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may be 
due. 

Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; 
but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any 
other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, 
or Parts of States, without the Consent of the legislatures of the States 
concerned as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules 
and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the 
United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to 
Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any particular State. 

Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union 
a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against 
Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the 
Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence. 


Article V. 

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it 
necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the 
Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall calla 
Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid 
to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three 
fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be 
proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be 
made prior to the year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any 
Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first 
Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal 
Suffrage in the Senate. 


Article VI. 

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the 
Adoption of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States 
under this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be 
made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, 
under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the 
Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the 
Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the members 
of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both 
of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or 
Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be 
required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United 
States. 
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Article VII. 
The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for 
the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the 
Same. 


Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present 
the Seventeenth Day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the Twelfth IN WITNESS whereof We have hereunto 
subscribed our Names, 


Attest G. Washington 
President and Deputy from Virginia 


William Jackson, Secretary 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 
John Langdon 
Nicholas Gilman 


DELAWARE 
Geo: Read 
Gunning Bedfordjun 


MASSACHUSETTS John Dickinson 
Nathaniel Gorham Richard Bassett 
Rufus King Jaco: Broom 
CONNECTICUT MARYLAND 


Wm. Saml Johnson 
Roger Sherman 


NEW YORK 
Alexander Hamilton 


NEW JERSEY 
Wil: Livingston 

David Brearley 

Wm. Patterson 

John: Dayton 


PENNSYLVANIA 
B. Franklin 
Thomas Mifflin 
Robt. Morris 

Geo. Clymer 

Thos. FitzSimons 
Jaren Ingersoll 
James Wilson 
Gouv Morris 


James McHenry 
Dan of St. Thos Jenifer 
Danl Carroll 


VIRGINIA 
John Blair— 
James Madison, Jr. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Wm Blount 

Richd Dobbs Spaight 
Hu Williamson 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

J. Rutledge 

Charles Cotesworth 
Pinckney 

Charles Pinckney 

Pierce Butler 


GEORGIA 
William Few 
Abr Baldwin 


Amendment I. 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances. 
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Amendment II. 
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 


Amendment III. 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the 
consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but ina manner to be prescribed by 
law. 

Amendment IV. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported 
by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, 
and the persons or things to be seized. 


Amendment V. 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in 
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual 
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for 
the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be 
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall 
private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 


Amendment VI. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right toa speedy 
and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime 
shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of Counsel for his defence. 


Amendment VII. 

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by 
ajury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law. 


Amendment VIII. 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 


Amendment IX. 
The enumeration of the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage other retained by the people. 
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Amendment X. 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 


prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to 
the people. 


Amendment XI. 

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend 
to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the 
United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any 
Foreign State. 


Amendment XII. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for 
President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an 
inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots 
the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for 
as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall 
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the 
United States, directed to the President of the Senate;—The President of the 
Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;—The person 
having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if 
such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if 
no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest 
numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the 
House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. 
But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the 
representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose 
shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, anda 
majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of 
Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice 
shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then 
the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of death or other 
constitutional disability of the President.—The person having the greatest 
number of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such 
number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no 
person have a majority then from the two highest numbers on the list, the 
Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall 
consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the 
whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally 
ineligible to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of 
the United States. 
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Amendment XIII. 

Section 1: Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall 
exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 5 

Amendment XIV. 

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the 
State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall 
any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of 
the laws. 

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several 
States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of 
persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to 
vote at any electon for the choice of electors for President and Vice-president 
of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and 
Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is 
denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of 
age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for 
participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein 
shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens 
shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in 
such State. 

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, 
or elector of President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, 
under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an 
oath, asa member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or asa 
member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any 
State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the 
enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House 
remove such disability. 

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized 
by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for 
services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But 
neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or 
obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United 
States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such 
debts, obligations and claims shall be provisions of this article. 


Amendment XV. 
Section 1.The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 
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denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race 
color, or previous condition or servitude. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 
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Amendment XVI. 
The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, 
from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several 
States, and without regard to any census or enumeration. 


Amendment XVII. 

Section 1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 
Senators from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and 
each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the 
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State 
Legislatures. 

Section 2. When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in 
the Senate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election 
to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the Legislature of any State may 
empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointment until the 
people fill the vacancies by election as the Legislature may direct. 

Section 3. This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the 
election or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the 
Constitution. 


Amendment XVIII. 

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the 
manufacture, sale or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the 
importation thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States 
and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is 
hereby prohibited. 

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent 
power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 


Amendment XIX. 
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 
Section 2. Congress shall have power, by appropriate legislation, to 
enforce the provisions of this article. 


Amendment XX. 

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice-President shall end at 
noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and 
Representatives at noon on the 3rd of January, of the year in which such 
terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of 
their successors shall then begin. 
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Section 2..The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and 
such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall 
by law appoint a different day. 

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the 
President, the President elect shall have died, the Vice-President elect shall 
become President. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time 
fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to 
qualify, then the Vice-President shall have qualified; and the Congress may 
by law provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice- 
President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, 
or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person 
shall act accordingly until a President or Vice-President shall have qualified. 

Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of 
any of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a 
President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and 
for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may 
choose a Vice-President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved 
upon them. 

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October 
following the ratification of this Article. 


Amendment XXI. 

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States is hereby repealed. 

Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, 
or possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating 
liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been 
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by convention in the several 
States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of 
the submission hereof to the States by the Congress. 


Amendment XXII. 

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of President more than 
twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as 
President, for more than two years of a term to which some other person was 
elected President shall be elected to the office of the President more than 
once. But this article shall not apply to any persons holding the office of 
President when this article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not 
prevent any person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as 
President, during the term within which this article becomes operative from 
holding the office to President or acting as President during the remainder of 
such term. 

Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been 
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three- 
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fourths of the several states within seven years from the date of its 
submission to the states by the Congress. 


Amendment XXIII. 

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the 
United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: 

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole 
number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District 
would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the least 
populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the States, but 
they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and 
Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the 
District and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth Article of 
Amendment. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 


Amendment XXIV. 

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any 
primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for 
President or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress 
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of 
failure to pay any poll tax or other tax. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation. 


Amendment XXV. 

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or his death 
or resignation, the Vice President shall become President. 

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice 
President, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take the 
office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both houses of Congress. 

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his 
written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his 
office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, 
such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting 
President. 

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the 
principal officers of the executive departments or of such other body as 
Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written 
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of 
his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and duties 
of the office as Acting President. 

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President Pro Tempore 
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of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written 
declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of 
his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the principal 
officers of the executive department or of such other body as Congress may 
by law provide, transmit within four days to the President Pro tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written 
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of 
his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within 48 
hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within 21 days after 
receipt of the latter written declaration, or if Congress is not in session, within 
21 days after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds 
vote of both houses that the President is unable to discharge the powers and 
duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as 
Acting President; otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and 
duties of his office. 


RATIFICATION OF THE AMENDMENTS: 


Amendments I to X were declared in force in 1791; Amendment XI in 
1798; Amendment XII in 1804; Amendment XIII was proclaimed in 1865; 
Amendment XIV in 1868; Amendment XV in 1870; Amendment XVI and 
Amendment XVII in 1913; Amendment XVIII in 1919; Amendment XIX in 
1920; Amendment XX and Amendment XXI in 1933. Article XXII was ratified 
in 1951. Amendment XXIII was ratified in 1961. Amendment XXIV was 
ratified in 1964. Amendment XXV was ratified in 1967. 


Dates of Ratification by States 
The Constitution was ratified by the thirteen original states in the 
following order: 
DELAWARE, December 7, 1787 
PENNSYLVANIA, December 12, 1787 
NEW JERSEY, December 18, 1787 
GEORGIA, January 2, 1788 
CONNECTICUT, January 9, 1788 
MASSACHUSETTS, February 6, 1788 
MARYLAND, April 28, 1788 
SOUTH CAROLINA, May 23, 1788 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, June 21, 1788 
VIRGINIA, June 25, 1788 
NEW YORK, July 26, 1788 
NORTH CAROLINA, November 21, 1789 
RHODE ISLAND, May 29, 1790 
(VERMONT, by convention, ratified January 10, 1791; and Congress, 
February 18, 1791, admitted that State into the Union.) 
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